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Welcome to Old Hay Bay Church, the first “meeting house” in the province of 
Ontario. It is Canada’s oldest surviving Methodist Church. Built in 1792 it 
proudly sites on the south shore of Hay Bay and continues to share the 
Methodist, Loyalist and local history with daily visitors.  
 
The annual pilgrimage has returned. Why do we call this event a pilgrimage 
service? A pilgrimage site is defined as a sacred or holy place that people visit 
as part of a religious or spiritual journey, often seeking personal 
transformation, blessings, or connection with the divine. The site is typically a 
location of spiritual or religious significance, often associated with a deity, 
saint, prophet, or important religious event. Pilgrims travel to these sites to 
fulfill vows, seek forgiveness, express gratitude, or gain spiritual insight. The 
journey itself is considered meaningful, blending physical travel with moral, 
emotional, and spiritual reflection. Pilgrimage sites can be shrines, temples, 
churches, mosques, or natural locations believed to hold sacred power.  
 
This year the Board of Trustees welcomed two very special people to conduct 
our service: Rev. Michael Blair and Barbara DeJeet.  
 
Our guest speaker is Rev. Michael Blair who serves the General Council of The 
United Church of Canada as the General Secretary. He accepted this position in 
November, 2020, and is the first person of African descent to serve in this role 
in the United Church. 
 
In his time at the General Council Office, he has served in a number of 
capacities including as Executive Minister for Ethnic Ministry; and Executive 
Minister, Church in Mission.  Before joining the General Council staff, Michael 
served as the Executive Director of the Toronto Christian Resource Center 
(CRC – 40 Oaks) in Regent Park, Toronto.   
 
Michael previously served as a congregational minister of a number of Baptist 
churches in Toronto and St. Catharine’s, Ontario; a staff member with 
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship at the University of Toronto, and as a 



community chaplain with the Ontario Multifaith Council’s Reintegration 
Program. 
 
Michael serves as the Moderator of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches.  In 2021, Michael delivered the 
Gandier Lecture at Emmanuel College, on the theme of Becoming the Beloved 
Community.  He also recently contributed the Afterword to For the Sake of the 
Common Good, a collection of essays in honour of Lois Wilson, one of his 
mentors. In 2023, he was granted a Doctor of Divinity (Honoris Causa) from 
the Vancouver School of Theology. 
 
Born in Jamaica, Michael is a graduate of Ontario Bible College (Tyndale), 
University of Waterloo and Wycliffe College, Toronto School of Theology, 
University of Toronto. He is the father of two adult sons. 
 
We welcome you to hear his pilgrimage message “Becoming the Beloved 
Community.   
 
Leading our liturgy is Barbara DeJeet. Barbara was born in Cape Breton, Nova 
Scotia and educated in Brockville, Ontario where she currently lives.  She 
acknowledges the blessing of being raised by Christian parents, and learning 
from them to love the Lord. 
 
Her life has been spent in caring for others. She is a retired Practical Nurse, an 
active Licensed Lay Worship Leader, Pastoral Care Coordinator, and a 
Sacramental Elder.  
 
Through years of dedication to her love of women’s ministry, she has rose 
through the ranks of being the local President, Presbyterial and Regional 
President and is now the President of National United Church Women. Her 
love of travelling and gathering with family and friends fits into this position. 
Always there for her family, she adores her two great-granddaughters, 
Charlotte and Sophie. Barbara’s passion is very visible whenever she is 
spreading the word of the Lord.  
 
The Board of Trustees encourages you to come to the meeting house on 
August 23, for the 3 pm service. Come early and visit the site and with friends. 
Stay for refreshments and fellowship after. Bring a pillow to help make the 
traditional Methodist pews a little more comfortable. 


