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Here is the third annual volume of the Hay Bay Guardian. Your
response has been encouraging. Again we offer the journal of
yet another early circuit rider, Seth Crowell. The poem about
the 1819 drownings is given, as promised, with some comment
on its authorship. Other items move from the Battle of
Bennington in 1777 to the archaeological dig in our cemetery of
two years ago. History is a fascinating topic, and it is a
challenge to make it come alive for present and future genera-
tions. We welcome your suggestions.

In the next issue: Hay Bay Church is 200 years old.
How long can one expect such a wooden building to last? We
visit Norway’s stave churches, built over 8 centuries ago.
30 still stand---make that 29: one was deliberately torched by
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PILGRIMAGE SERVICE
at the 2

2 HAY BAY CHURCH %
.,' Adolphustown, Ontario W
will be held on Sunday, August 27, 1995, at3 pm. §

4 Guest Speaker: 9

j: The Rev. William G. Fletcher, of Napanee.

His youthful spirit belies the fact that Bill Fletcher
turns 90 on July 20th of this year. Born in Drayton,
Ontario, he was raised in the parsonage of a small §
denomination, called “The Christian Church.” He
attended Union Theological Seminary in New York,
& and was ordained in 1927. Two years later, he (and %3
his father) transferred to the United Church of Canada. 3
% Almost all of his ministry has been within the Bay of §}
Quinte Conference. He still attends Conference as he
& has every year without a miss since ordination. Last
year he thrilled that body as he shared his faith and §
% life with them in an all-too-brief talk.
& Bill first attended a Hay Bay church service in ¥
w1930, served as a summer custodian in the 50s, and

 has been a trustee for fifteen years. Come and hear

this delightful Christian man. «
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Satanists in 1992. . .. The Grape Island Mission, 1826-37.
This small island in the Bay of Quinte hosted 29 buildings and
200 Mississauga Indian converts. A recent archaeological dig
found remnants still there. And the story of Chief Shahwundais
who became known as Rev. John Sunday. . . . Sketches of
1792 subscribers Joseph Allison and Andrew Embury. . .
. Charles Wesley, widely known as a hymnwriter; little known
for his Loyalist poetry, recently published for the first time
. and more.

Sadly, we note the death of the Rev. Guy Case of Napanee
on April 22, 1995. A native of Newfoundland, he served
latterly at Grace United Church, Napanee, from 1965 till his
retirement in 1982. Only last year did he resign as a trustee of
the Hay Bay Church, completing 25 years of service in that
capacity.

Our 1994 Visitors

Although the writing is often difficult to read,
approximately 1,335 people recorded their visit in our Guest
Book, between June 21 and September 4. The vast majority
were, of course, from Ontario. Eight other provinces were also
represented--the largest number (21) coming from the farthest
one, British Columbia. Our American neighbours came from
twelve states and the District of Columbia. Overseas visitors
came from Austria, Brazil, England, France, Germany, Holland,
Japan, New Zealand, Scotland, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland.

Experience has shown that those who sign their names
represent a majority of the visitors, but hundreds evade our
tally. This is especially so when a busload arrives, or when a
crowd attend a service. Thus we couldn’t accurately count
“Grades 3/4, Sandhurst P.S.” and missed many who
came for the Benn Family Reunion, the Bath/Odessa
Masonic Lodge service, and the annual Pilgrimage
Service.

Descendants of original area settlers often note that fact
when signing--especially Huffs and Emburys. Two visitors
claimed descent from the Rev. Darius Dunham (served here
1792-1800), while a Wesley family from Hamilton, Ont.,
added: “descendants of C. Wesley”.

We are constantly adding to our files of genealogies
of Adolphustown and area families, and welcome any
contributions.
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The Journal of Seth Crowell

Containing an Account of his Travels as a Methodist
Preacher in Upper Canada, 1801-1803.

I went to the Annual Conference which was held in
New-York, 1801. I was received by the Conference on
probation, and was appointed, with another preacher [Joseph
Sawyer], to a missionary station, to labour in the province of
Upper Canada. I left New-York immediately after Conference
was over, and proceeded on the way to my appointment. I had
great trials in my mind during my journey; had it not been for
the preachers that were with me, I believe I should have turned
back when I came to the great wilderness between the Black
River and the river St. Lawrence. We travelled one whole day
without seeing a house, and were six hours in crossing the river
St. Lawrence, in an open boat, in a dark night, without light or
compass.

When 1 got into Canada, I had but seven pence of
money in the world. Being without money, in a strange land,
among strangers, and about six hundred miles from home, I had
exercises on this occasion very painful indeed. I travelled buta
few days among our societies, when I was sent by my Presiding
Elder to form a new circuit between the head of the Bay Quinty
and Little York, and back to Lake Sinko [Lake Stmcoe].

Starting a New Circuit.

When I started to go to my new appointment, I left the
house of one of our friends early one morning, and travelled six
hours through the woods, when I came to two small log
houses. I inquired if they would let me have something for my
horse to eat. But as I had no money I could not get anything
for myself or my horse. By inquiring for the next settlement I
found it was eight miles distant. Night was now approaching
and I knew not that any person would entertain me if I got to
the settiement. In this situation I felt greatly distressed, and
knew not what to do. To turn back I knew was impossible that
night, for much of the way there was no road, and a dangerous
river to ford. I finally concluded to go forward to the next
settlement. I rode about two miles on my way, when I came to
a spot of rushes, where I turned out my horse, and sat down on
a log and wept, wishing myself to my father’s house.

But I had not been long in this situation, when I
beheld a man coming on the same road that I came. When he
came up to me, he inquired if I was a methodist preacher. I told
him that I professed to be one. Said he, I have heard of you at
the settlement that you passed a few miles back, and I have
come to accompany you through the woods. I never was more
sensible of the kind interposition of Heaven than I was on this
occasion. I got through the woods before dark, and was kindly
received by a family of methodists, who had moved in there
from the States.

The Oswegatchie circuit.

I travelled on my new circuit during the summer, but
was obliged to leave it in the fall, on account of there being no
communication between the settlements in cold weather. I was
moved from this to Oswagochia [Oswegatchie] circuit.

[1802] January 10th, I started from the Bay circuit to
Oswagochia. I met with some opposition this day, as I was
passing over a bridge; some wicked men run upon me with a
sleigh and horses, and after coming full against my horse, they
whipped and shouted every jump for twenty or thirty rods; then
by some means (God only knows how) my horse cleared
himself of theirs, and they passed me. Before I cleared them, I
heard one of them say, “I swear you will kill him;” nevertheless
they were as furious as ever. Surely the Lord gave his angels
charge concerning me, and in their hands they bore me up. The

SETH CROWELL

was born in Tolland, Connecticut, in the year 1781. At the
age of sixteen, then residing in Chatham in the same State, he
became “hopefully the subject of renewing grace,” and from
that time on, was zealous in the cause of Christ. Licensed as a
Local Preacher, he was subsequently called to travel the New
London circuit, and was received on trial in the New York
Conference in 1801. At twenty years of age and uncommonly
mature and heroic, he volunteered to go “into the wilds of
Upper Canada to proclaim the Gospel to that scattered and
benighted population.”

Following his two years in Canada, he served Fletcher, Vt.,
Albany, New York city, Conference Missionary, Schenectady,
Newburgh, N.Y.; Pittsfield, Mass.; Chatham and Redding,
Conn.

In 1813 his poor health compelled him to retire and take
superannuated status. Over the next eleven years, he was only
able to travel three years. “They placed him on the list of
superannuated and worn-out preachers, that he might have a
claim on their funds as long as he lived, and might finally die
among them. He lingered about two years longer, a great
sufferer from nervouse disease, and reached the end of his
course in peace, on the 6th of July, 1826.”

Crowell has been described as having an intensely grave
and solemn countenance, never seen to laugh, and rarely to
smile; of average height and fine personal appearance. He
was impressive, but never boisterous like some of his
colleagues. He dwelt often on “those more appalling truths
which illustrate the awful danger of unrenewed men.”

John Carroll says the he was spoken of with rapture by
people in the Belleville area, and was remembered as very
boyish looking.




same evening I put up with brother Day(1), in Kingston. The
next day I rode about twenty-six miles, and put up at a tavern
much out of health. The next day I rode to Elizabethtown
[Brockville area].

January 15th, I preached in Elizabethtown. I felt but
little liberty in my mind, but some cried out for clean hearts.
The same evening I preached again, after riding ten miles. The
mighty power of God was displayed--some fled from the house--
some formalists trembled under the word. I do expect that some
good was done.

[He spent the next six months on this circuit, travelling back
to the “Reddo” (Rideau valley) and as far east as Cornwall,
where he was critical of the local Anglican minister, Rev. John
Strachan, who later became the first Bishop of Toronto: ]

About the first of April a house was opened in
Cornwall for methodist preaching. Cornwall is a wicked
abandoned place. The Church clergyman and his wife were the
first to join a dancing school that was set up in the place, in
order to give countenance to civil mirth, as they said. I
preached in this place once, to a large number of people, who
were generally much affected, and very attentive.

[He also mentions preaching at “the widow Elliot’s”, Isaiah
Keeler’s, and in the new Matilda meeting-house, the only
Methodist church edifice on the circuit. Due to illness, he was
not able to attend the annual Conference at New-York, June
Ist. Although the Minutes say he was appointed with
Sylvanus Keeler and Nehemiah U. Tompkins to the
Oswegatchie and Ottawa circuil, his journal indicates that his
Presiding Elder moved him back to the Smith’s Creek circuit
Jor three months, and then to the Bay of Quinte circuit.]

About the last of May, the Lord was pleased to lay on
me his afflicting hand. I was violently seized with the fever and
ague, which lasted me for the space of four weeks, but I was at
length instantaneously delivered from this affliction, I believe
in answer to many prayers which were offered to God in my
behalf by my brethren.

The “New” Circuit, again.

July 24, I was stationed on the circuit that I had
formed when I first went into the province. They are a very
profligate people on this circuit. They threatened my life a
number of times; but the Lord restrained them, that they did me
no harm. The Lord raised up many witnesses of the power of
divine grace on this circuit. I formed a society in almost every
settlement between the head of the Bay [of Quinte] and Little
York [Toronto]. It might be said of many places, that the
wilderness did bud and blossom as the rose.

Bay of Quinte circuit.

October 25, I was removed to the Bay circuit. Soon
after I came to this circuit the Lord began a glorious work of
religion. While I was preaching at Richard Osborn’s, two
backsliders were reclaimed, and we had a shout of a King in the

camp. Glory to God for what my eyes saw in this meeting.

November 29, I formed a new society at a place called
the Little Lake. There has been preaching in this place for
some years past, but the seed has apparently fallen by the way-
side, till of late the word had taken effect on many minds--many
are inquiring after the truth.

January 11, 1803, I preached again at brother
Osborn’s. The Lord is at work in this place--many souls are
earnestly seeking religion. In the evening at brother Vallow’s
[Peter Valleau] many of the people were brought to cry for
mercy; four or five professed justifying grace during this
meeting.

Tuesday we had a very glorious time--the people of
God shouted--one soul was converted, and two backsliders
reclaimed. ‘

The work of God from this time forward went on in a
very rapid and glorious manner. It first began with some of our
greatest opposers; and I believe, within the course of six weeks,
about thirty souls were converted to God in the meetings that I
attended; beside, many sanctified, and some backsliders
reclaimed.

February 10, I preached in Kingston. Soon after I
began speaking many of the people cried aloud for mercy, and
numbers were slain to the floor; three souls found peace. The
noise was so great that my voice was completely drowned. I
left many of the people on the floor earnestly crying for mercy.

A Quarterly Meeting.
[This two-day event was for circuit business, prayer meeting,
revival preaching; and on Sunday, Love Feast and the Lord’s
Supper and more preaching. It is not clear whether this took
place in the unfinished Ernestown chapel or the one at Hay
Bay in Adolphustown. All the area preachers and the Presiding
Elder would be present.]

Our quarterly meeting commenced February 13. On
Saturday the Lord made bare his glorious arm: numbers of the
people cried out for mercy, and fell to the floor. About ten
found pardon in this meeting, and many were much exercised
for holiness of heart.

On the Sabbath following, the slain of the Lord were
many. In the galleries and below, the floors were covered with
people crying for mercy. Such a time I never saw before. The
cries and screeches of the distressed quite drowned the preacher’s
voice. We all left the pulpit, and dispersed among the people,
and began praying for the mourners. We continued upwards of
three hours in this exercise before we concluded. The number
that professed to obtain religion during this meeting was
twenty-eight; and many others to be sanctified.

The work of God, after this meeting, began on all
parts of the circuit. It went on during the winter with increased
rapidity. About one hundred souls were converted between the
first of January and the first of April. Ilaboured day and night
in public and in private during the winter; but my excessive
labours proved too much for my constitution, and occasioned a



severe fit of sickness, which left me in a state of debility, from
which I have never fully recovered.

During this winter I preached from seven to fourteen
times a week.

A Funeral Encounter with Langhorn.

[The Rev. John Langhorn was employed as a missionary by
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, in England. He
served the parish of Ernestown and Fredericksburg from 1787
till 1813. So obese that he could not ride a horse, eccentric,
and very rigid in his beliefs, he nevertheless was a faithful
pastor. This encounter probably took place in the village of
Bath.] ,

One day I attended a funeral where a Church clergyman
officiated. After he had gone through with his ceremonies of
burying the dead, I requested liberty to address the people in his
meeting-house (it was an extreme cold day), but he positively
refused to let me speak either in his meeting-house or in the
burying ground. As the property was his own, I knew that he
had aright to forbid my speaking there, and therefore I requested
all who wished to hear the word of God to withdraw to the
street. Accordingly the greatest part of them did. I stoodona
log and as God gave to me I delivered to the people. 1 faithfully
declared the curses of the law against the workers of iniquity.
The most of the people listened with great apparent attention
and seriousness. Some were offended, but none more so than
the priest.

Views on the Church of England.

I would here make a few remarks respecting this man
and the Church of England in general in Canada. Mr. Langhorn
(for that was his name) was an Englishman, a man of but small
natural or acquired abilities. He built a number of meeting-
houses with his own money. He was paid by the crown for
preaching, (as the most of the Church clergy are in that
province). He had his circuit, and travelied around it once a
week on foot, and read the same sermon to every congregation
on his circuit. He was a strict Papist in principle, respecting
priests marrying; an inveterate enemy to the Methodists. He
never made but one sermon in his life, he said, and that was
against the Methodists; in which he tried to satirize the internal
evidence of religion, which the Methodists profess to be
possessed of.

The clergyman in Kingston [Rev. John Stuart]
preached four times a year to the Mohawks, for which he was
paid by the king eighty dollars for each sermon. He would play
cards and go to balls. The clergyman in York [Rev. George
O’Kill Stuart] was his son. I did not learn that he was
immoral, unless attending balls is counted immortality
[immorality]. The priest in Cornwall [Rev. John Strachan}
I have mentioned before.

This is the true state of the Church clergy in the
province of Upper Canada. Their inattention to the duties of
their functions is to be attributed in a great measure to their

SETH CROWELL;

CONTAINING AN

| ACCOUNT OF HIS TRAVELS

kf A8 A

METHODIST PREACHER,

FOR TWELVE YEARS.

WRITTEX BY RIMSAILY,

A man’s heart deviseth his way, but thy .
his steps. Pnov. xvi. 9. 4 ¢ Lord dirceteth

New-Fork :
PRINTED BY J, €. TOTTEN, 155 CHATHAM-
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18138

[Title page of the book from which these. - ..~
excerpls are taken.] C

deriving their support from the Crown, and not from the
people. If their support was derived from the voluntary
contributions of their people, they would be more attentive to
their duties. But the nature of all religious establishments is
such that they have a tendency to lull the clergy into security.
They hold their emoluments not by the voluntary will of their
people, and which would in such a case depend in a great
measure on the services they rendered them, but as it now
stands, they can have their stipend whether the people hear them
or not. A Church clergyman in Canada may go into his
meeting-house and read his services if there is not one present
besides the clerk, and is entitled to his pay: such instances do
frequently occur.

But to return. The same evening I preached but a
small distance from the meeting-house above-mentioned. Soon
after I began speaking, three men arose off their seats, and
appeared to be in a paroxism of anger. They approached me
within reach; and when I announced the curses of the law
against them, they gave back; but after assuming a little more
fortitude, they would make towards me with their fists
brandished: and thus they did altemately advance and retreat,



three or four times, till at length they fled from the house,
raging and swearing like mad men. God makes the wrath of
men to praise him, and the remainder of wrath he restrains.
Satan has his limits, beyond which he cannot go.

Measles, Fever, Spills and Chills.

I was taken sick soon after this with the measles and
lake fever, both at once. About the time that my measles were
coming out, I fell into a creek, and my horse got away from
me, and I had to wade through a parting in the ice, twice across
the creek: the water nearly up to my neck. After getting my
saddle-bags on the opposite side, I caught my horse, but had not
rode more than a mile or two when he again broke through the
ice in another small run of water, into which he threw me. The
weather was freezing cold, and I had yet to ride twenty-two
miles, as wet as I was, before I could get to a house; in
consequence of which I was immediately confined to my bed,
where I lay four weeks. During this time I was as devoid of
motion as if I had not a muscle in my body. But contrary to
the expectations of any person who saw me in my sickness,
after four weeks I began to recover some strength. In two
weeks after, I attended a quarterly meeting and preached my
farewell sermon in Canada; and the next day set out for the
States, in company with brother Tompkins, having been absent
two years.

Return Trip te U.S.A.

Being yet in a very debilitated state, and having
exercised the preceding day too much for my strength, I had a
relapse of the lake fever. It was Monday moming that we left
the Bay of Quinty, and before night I was taken with the fever.
Tuesday I felt some better, and concluded to cross the river St.
Lawrence. Brother Tompkins had a fit of lake fever while in
the boat. I thought he would have died before we reached the
opposite shore. He had been in Canada but one year, and had
had the fever and ague twice, the bloody flux once, the measles
once, and lake fever twice, including the present. He was
extremely debilitated, and I was as much so.

We only crossed the river this day, and put up at a
tavern on the dock, where we tarried that night, and the next
morning set out to go through a piece of woods thirteen miles
in length. When we had got through to a house, we fed our
horses. We had then to cross a small river: the boat would
carry but one horse at a time, and only a woman attended to put
us over, consequenty I had to assist her. No sooner had I got
across and mounted my horse, than the fever again attacked me.

Wanted to die . . .
We had then eight miles to ride to the next house, through cedar
and hemlock swamps half the way. Here I had like to have
died. I could get no water, but what came out of the swamps,
which was extremely disagreeable to the taste. I once laid down
on the leaves, and told brother Tompkins that I could go no
farther; I must die here. I felt entirely discouraged, and would
not have lifted my finger to have saved my life. I lost all desire

to see my friends: there was nothing in the world that had any
charms to me--all was gloomy as the valley of death. Brother
Tompkins entreated me to make one effort more; he thought we
might find water soon; but all that he could say had no effect.
At length he mounted his horse and rode on, calling at the same
time to me to follow. Just as he was about to disappear, I felt a
faint desire revive to see my friends once more. I arose and
mounted my horse, and rode on, groaning and crying every step.
At length we got to a small house that had been erected but a
short time before. We tied our horses to a stump, and I begged
the privilege of the woman of the house of laying down on a
bed. I lay about three hours, and then we rode seven miles
further, and crossed the Black River. So we continued day after
day until we arrived at Fort Stanwick. From here I rode home.
After visiting my friends a few days I attended the
New-York Conference, which was held at Ashgrove [July I,
1803]. At this conference I received deacon’s orders, and was
stationed on the Fletcher [Vermont] circuit in the Pittsfield
District. . . .

A “SADDLE-BAGS MAN.”
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The Garden Hymn, a Beloved Camp Meeting Song

Here’s a song the Methodists loved to sing whenever
they got together, but especially at camp meeting time. It
speaks of hope, of renewal, of times of refreshing from the
Lord. And it was hitched to a sprightly melody that caught on
quickly even though it has an unusual spread of 11 note. They
may have strained for or missed that top note, but they loved it
anyway. The words are based on some passages in the Old
Testament book of Song of Solomon, such as 4:16, 5:1, 13,
and 6:2.

The title of the song may bring to mind a more recent
sentimental ballad which begins, “I come to the garden alone,
while the dew is still on the roses . . .” and whose chorus goes:

“And He walks with me, and He talks with me,

And He tells me I am His own;

And the joy we share as we tarry there,

None other has ever known.”

But the two are not to be confused. The latter song was written
in 1912 by C. Austin Miles.

The song of which we write emerged from the Second
Great Awakening in the U.S.A. at the very beginning of the
19th century. Its sweet ballad-like pentatonic tune in 6/8 time
had a charm that won it great popularity. The pentatonic scale
has only five notes in it rather than the usual seven. It skips
re and la in the doh-re-me scale. Many songs used that modality
in the early 19th century.

Here is the song as it appeared in Jeremiah Ingall’s
tunebook, The Christian Harmony; or, Songster’s Companion,
published in Exeter, New Hampshire, in 1805. The music is
arranged for three voices. The melody is in the centre line. The
basses sang the bottom line, and the sopranos who could, sang
the upper or treble line. That’s different from the way music is
printed for choirs today. The tune was given the name “Love
Divine”, but in later tunebooks, was usually called “Garden
Hymn.” In Ingall’s book, there were words for two songs on
this page, the Garden Hymn’s ten stanzas, and another whose
first verse is printed between the lines.

Love Divine.

N —

oyt
1

1 HE Lord into his garden’s come,
T The fpices yield a rich perfume,
The lilies grow and thrive :
Refrefhing fiow’rs of grace divine,
From Jelus flows to every vine,
Which makes the dead revive.
2 O that this dry and burren ground,
In fprings of water may abound,
A fruitful foil become s -
The deferts bloflom as the rofe,
When Jefus cenquers all his focs,
‘And makes his prople ore.
3 The glorious time is rolling on,
The gracious work is now begun,
My foul a witnefs is :
I tafte and fee the pardon free
For all mankind as well as me,
Who come 10 Chrit may live,
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4 The'worft of finners here may find
A Saviour pitiful and kind,
Who will them all receive ;-
Nene are too late who will repent,
Out of one finner legicns weat,
. The Lord did him relieve.:
§ Come brethren, ye that love the Lord,
"Who tafte the fiweetnefs of the word,”
In Jefus’ ways go on :
Our troubles and our trials hers,
Will only make us richer there,
When we arrive at liome.
6 We feel that heav'a is now bepun,
It itfues from the fhinine shrooe,
Trom Jefus Chrift on high ;
It comes like floods, we cun’t contaia,
We drink, and drink, and drink again,
And yet we ftill are dry. -

7 But when we come to reign above, -
And all {urround the throne of love,
~ We'll drink a full fupply ;
Jefus will Iéad his-armies through,
To living fountains where they flow,
Which never will run dry.
8 There will we reign and fhout ar.1fing,
And muke the upper regions ring,
. When all the faints get home ;
Come on, come on, my brethren dear,
Soon we fhall meet together there,
For Jefus bids us come. .
9 Amen, amen, my foul replies,
I'm bound to meet him in the fkies,
And claim my maniion there ;
Now here’s my heart, now here's my hand,
To meet you in that heavenly land,
Where we fhall part no more.




The Invitation.

The words of the ninth stanza (“Amen, amen, my soul
replies”) are of particular interest, for they were often used as an
altar invitation. Here are some cases in point:

Rev. William Case (1780-1855) used the Garden
Hymn so frequently, that it might be considered his “signature
song.” Carroll describes his custom of using this and other
songs:

He was wont then [1805], and for many years after, when he
finished his sermon, which was always persuasive, to break
out in one of his melodious strains, by which he first
spellbound and then melted his auditors. Next, he would
pass around the room, shaking hands and speaking a word to
each, perhaps throwing his arms around the necks of the
young men, and entreating them with tears to give their
hearts to God. (Case & His Cotemporaries,vol. Lp. 112.)

Case’s pocket-sized Journal (which rests in the United
Church Archives) describes such an occasion when he was
preaching in a home on the Thames river in south-western
Upper Canada, on July 23, 1809:

At my second appointment, after prayer, I sang the Garden
Hymn, & when I came to the last verse [stanza 9], I reached
my hand to several to meet me in the heavenly land. Many
in the congregation were much taken hold on weeping
throughout.
A month later, he recorded another such incident:

On my call also to see a sick woman. We had prayer,
several women present, who wept aloud & one said ‘I am a
poor blind sinner.” I told them of blind Bartimeus whom
the Lord caused to see. Sung the Garden Hymn, & left
them.

In June, 1852, the Rev. James Caughey endeda
six week revival in Toronto. At a farewell breakfast, Rev.
Egerton Ryerson thanked him, to which Caughey replied:

I cordially reciprocate your affection and love; and in bidding
you farewell, I offer you my heart and hand to meet you in
that heavenly land, when all our labours and anxieties are
over, where he that reapeth and he that soweth shall rejoice
together.

One last echo of that invitation comes from the
Crossley and Hunter evangelistic team then conducting a revival
in Dominion Methodist Church in Ottawa. A newspaper
account of February 29, 1888, recorded the following:

Mr. Hunter, then addressing the audience with much feeling,

said, “Now here is my heart and here is my hand to meet you

in the heavenly land; will all present who wish to join me in

this resolve stand up.
Among those who responded to Hunter’s appeal that night, were
Sir John A. and Lady Macdonald, who had attended most of the
meetings. These glimpses suggest that the Garden Hymn was
well known to Canadian Methodists through the nineteenth
century.

In Many Song/Hymn Books.
The earliest known printing of the words was in A

&lder
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Collection of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, compiled by Abner
Jones and published in Bennington, Vt., in 1804. The Vermont
Historical Society owns this rare book which proves to be a
“Ninth Edition”, suggesting an earlier primary date.

Scholars usually attribute the authorship to Jeremiah
Ingalls (1764-1828), choirmaster of the Congregational Church
in Newbury, Vermont. As indicated above, the words and music
appeared together for the first time in his book, The Christian
Harmony [whose Preface is dated Nov. 1804]. One southern
U.S. song-book attributes the words to “Jeremiah Ingalls,
1800,” which is the earliest date given for the song.

A recent inquiry to the Dictionary of American
Hymnology located at Oberlin College, west of Cleveland,
Ohio, received a startling reply. They sent a list of 201 hymn
books which contained the Garden Hymn! They were dated
from 1804 to 1965, and included eight Canadian books. Two of
the latter were Wesleyan Methodist works:

Revival and Camp Meeting Hymns, selected by Rev.
James Thompson, published in Napanee in 1860; and
The Canadian Sunday School Harp, Toronto, 1866.
England, too.

How did the Garden Hymn reach England? The song
armived there by means of that insatiable traveller and American
Methodist preacher, Lorenzo Dow. Too independant to take
direction from Conference, he struck off on his own to Ireland
in 1799. On a second trip in November 1805, he likely
brought along a copy of Ingall’s book. In England, he
published A Collection of Spiritual Songs (London, 1806),
which included the Garden Hymn among its 23 songs. Dow
was also the instrument of bringing camp meetings to England.
Hugh Bourne, founder of the Primitive Methodist church, was
deeply impressed by Dow’s tales of the great awakening in
which the camp meetings bad played such a large part in
America. The Primitive Methodists held their first such
meeting on Mow Cop in Staffordshire on 31 May 1807. From
this came the well-known aphorism, “If there had been no Dow
there would be no Mow.” A decade later, Bourne published his
first collection of hymns (1819) which included the Garden
Hymn, divided into two parts, and a third which was Bourne’s
re-write of the hymn. This hymn-book came to Canada with
the first Primitive Methodist missionaries, in 1837.



Still Being Sung?

Amazingly, the Garden Hymn is still current. I has
appeared on at least three recordings of the folk ballad genre in
recent decades. But the greatest surprise was to find that it now
has a new lease of life, being translated into dozens of
languages. This is courtesy of the Unification Church founded
by the Rev. Moon. It has become one of their favourite songs,
frequently sung at funerals, and has its own peculiar legend
attached to it. In their current hymn book, beneath the music
and text, is the story of a person being attracted to a local
congregation of the church in Korea on hearing the Garden
Hymn sung there. The note concludes by saying they do not
know the origin of the song.

Sources: 1) Jeremiah Ingalls’s The Christian Harmony has
been republished (1981), with a new introduction by David
Klocko, as number 22 in the Earlier American Music series for
the Music Library Association. It is available from the DaCapo
Press, New York, ISBN 0-306-79617-7. 2) David Klocko’s
1978 doctoral dissertation, “Jeremiah Ingalls’s The Christian
Harmony: or, Songster’s Companion (1805),” is available in

three volumes, published on demand by University Microfilms .

International, Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A. 3) George Pullen
Jackson’s Down-East Spirituals and Others, New York (1939);
reprinted, New York: DaCapo Press, 1975.
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The stencil which appears on the
souvenir china described at right, and
the manufacturer’s (GRIMWADES)

mark on the bottom of each piece.

THE PIECES KEEP COMING
BACK!

“Oh, by the way, I have something that may be of interest to

you.” Almost every year some such statement is heard

accompanied by the display of an artifact that had some

connection with the church’s past. Sometimes the item had

actually been a part of the fabric of the building. We always

welcome such “finds”, and our archival depository quietly
grows, as the pieces come back. Here are some of the more
recent acquisitions.

1982 - The Rev. Francis Doxsee donated an “old kitchen
table” which, he said, had been passed on to him by his uncle,
the Rev. Matthew Wilson. It was said to have been used “for
Communion Services in the old Adolphustown church.”
Specialists at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto examined
it and confirmed that it was a Queen Anne tea table, made
between 1730 and 1780, probably in the U.S.A. What a unique
find that was!

1989 - Muriel Greatrix Savage donated 2 wooden cane which
had been made from a piece of the Hay Bay Church. It had been
given to her grandfather, the Rev. Benjamin Greatrix the year he
was President of the Bay of Quinte Conference in 1909. It was
known that several canes were made from wood from the church
in 1892, and this is the third that we have found.

1991 - Mrs. Margaret Bradford of Etobicoke showed us her
cup and saucer with a stencilled picture of the church on
each piece. This was our first awareness of such souvenirs,
which were probably produced between 1910 and 1930. It had
been owned by her grandparents, Wellington & Alice Loyst of
Napanee.

1991 - Bill Lamb found a sugar bowl apd creamer, which
matched the cup & saucer (above), in an antique shop in
Bloomfield. Was there a tea-pot to go with the set?

1994 - An old weather-worn piece of clapboard siding, 10
1/2” by 37, was donated by Mrs. Clara Smith, now a member
of Trinity United Church, Uxbridge. She reports that it was
given to her in 1947 in recognition of a monetary donation to
the Hay Bay Church. ‘

1994 - A ceramic ashtray, 4 1/2” in diameter, with the same
Hay Bay Church stencil as the cup & saucer (above), was
donated by the Rev. Earl Taft of Trenton. It seems to be an
unusual part of this souvenir set.

What will it be next? KEEP THEM COMING!



A Ballad on the Death of Ten Young People,
Drowned in Hay Bay, on Sunday, August 29th, 1819.

Come all you young people of every degree.

Read over these lines that are penned down by me,
And while you are reading these lines which are true,
Remember this warning was also for you.

In the year of Our Lord eighteen hundred nineteen,
The twenty-ninth of August on Sunday, I mean,
The place where it happened is also set down;
The loss can’t be told in the said ‘Dolphus Town.

The people were then in their health and in prime,
All modestly clothed in apparel so fine;

To church they were going, their God to adore,
To reach the said place, had a bay to cross o’er.

Their boat being small and their number eighteen;
To cross o’er together they all ventured in.

They launched away singing a sweet exercise,

The moment near by them was hid from their eyes.

The voice of Jehovah has spoke to us all,

To always be ready to go at His call,

For while we are singing these mournful lines o’er,
Death may be sent for us and enter our door.

Their boat being leaky, the water came in;

To bale with their hats, they too late did begin;
They found their boat filling with water amain,
They cried for assistance but all was in vain.

Some jumped in the water their boat for to light,
‘Which put the fair ladies in a dreadful fright;

Their cries of assistance was heard through the town,
While sadly lamenting, their boat it sank down.

Their friends on the shore to help flew with speed,
But eight of their number by providence freed;
It was brothers and sisters and parents also,

Soon heard the sad story which filled them with woe.

.A scheme [seine] was provided to draw them to land,

Their friends with loud weeping around them did stand;

Such cries and lamenting I ne’ er heard before,
Their loss is so fatal that none can restore.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

There was John and Jane Jarman, Peter Bogert also,
Mary and Jane Dutter in the water below,

There was Matilda Roblin and Betsy McCoy,
Betsy Clark, Hulda Madden, also Mary Cole.

To the unchanging regions their spirits have fled

And left their cold bodies inactive and dead;

Their friends gazed upon them with tears flowing down,
Their bodies preparing to enter the ground.

On the Monday following their coffins were made
And into the same their dead bodies were laid,
And solemnly bore away to the churchyard;

Their graves, in rotation, were for them prepared.

A great congregation on that mournful day
Assembled with sorrow to visit their clay;
To join the afflicted in their mournful state,
And also to comfort in sorrow so great.

The sermon delivered at this mournful scene

By Sir Isaac Puffer, from Job the nineteen:
“Although these vile bodies, the worms may destroy,
Shall see God in glory in fulness of joy.”

The sermon being ended and brought to a close
With some words of comfort applying to those
Whose hearts were quite broken and filled with grief,
Who in a few moments their bodies must leave.

Their coffins were opened to the public view
That all might behold them and bid them adieu,
And then to consign them to the silent clay,
No more to be active till the judgment day.

And there we must leave them, beneath the cold ground,
Until Gabriel’s trumpet shall give the great sound:
“Awake! thou that sleepest, arise from the tomb,

And come forth to judgment to hear thy just doom.”

In that great assembly we will all meet again,

All nations and kindreds of every name;

Into life eternal God’s children will rise,

While sinners are doomed to that death which ne’er dies.

--Henry Yerex, Port Hoover,
the 28th September, 1861.



Who wrote the Poem?

The details of the tragic drownings were given in the
previous (1994) edition of the Hay Bay Guardian. This poem
appeared not long after the event. It is a folk-poem not unlike
the old sea chanteys which chronicled maritime disasters. It is
not great poetry, but is above doggerel. We have seen a version
of it by Julia Allison with “tidied-up” grammar and poetic
style, but it lacked the earthy impact of this one. John Carroll
(1809-1887) wrote that the verses had “interested him when he
was young and not very critical; and which, whatever their
poetic demerits, certainly were not wanting in tenderness.” He
does not give his exact age nor a date, but it is probable that he
saw it before 1830. Apparently the poem had been printed up
and circulated widely. It was memorized and recited by
schoolchildren in that area for almost a century.

Who wrote the poem? Several names have been
proposed for its authorship. In 1869, Carroll gave his
nomination: “A rural bard,--Andrew , I think, the son of
Augustus Short, the somewhat famous local preacher,--
embodied the sad catastrophe in some verses.” (Case and His
Cotemporaries, vol. 11, p.248.) Thomas W. Casey reproduced
the poem in the Napanee Beaver of 30 April 1897. In his
introduction, he wrote of these verses:

The following lines were composed and printed soon after
and sold in separate slips by the many hundreds. At one
time there were few houses in all the old Midland district in
which copies could not be found, and nearly all the young
people for two generations committed them to memory.
We doubt if any other production, crude as it is, was ever
so extensively read and committed to memory in this part
of Upper Canada. . . . Some have attributed their
authorship to Isaac Files, then a school-teacher in Prince
Edward. Rev. John Carroll, Mr. Playter and others claim
they were written by Alexander Shorts, who lived and
died in Richmond, a few miles west of Selby. Our friend
W.S. Williams, now of California, has informed us that it
- was his father, the late Isaac Williams, who was well
known to many in the Napanee area some years ago. He
was then a young man residing near Picton.
There are four or five different versions still extant, and it is
impossible to know which is the original. We have chosen the
Yerex version for two reasons: it is the longest (most versions
have only sixteen stanzas), and it has the earliest known date.
Isaac Yerex, bomn in 1793, grew up in Adolphustown, and
was 26 years old at the time of the tragedy. The family moved
to Prince Edward county, where the hamlet of Yerexville in
Hallowell township still honours their name. Port Hoover,
where he wrote it down from memory at 68 years of age, was
on Lake Scugog.

Yerex mispelled the names of German, Bogart, and
Detlor, but that is a small matter. Nearly all the versions refer
to the Rev. Isaac Puffer as “Sir,” which may simply have been
the term of respect used by young people for their minister, and
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besides, “Reverend” would not fit the poetic metre. Puffer was
35 years of age that year, and already noted for his Biblical
knowledge and ‘“unanswerable doctrinal sermons,” full of
chapter-and-verse quotations. Years later he returned to the
States, preaching still in old age.

“Welcome to Paul Huff’s Farm!”

[Last August, at our annual Pilgrimage Service, the guest
speaker, Rev. Brian Gee, appeared in the garb of an early circuit
rider. He spoke as though he were the Rev. William Losee
giving his farewell address to the Adolphustown congregation
in 1792. It was highly entertaining and well received. With
his permission, we present a portion of the niessage. Mr. Gee

is the minister of St. Mark’s United Church, Whitby.]

“What a transformation over the past few years since I
came among you! Here we are in 1792, less than 20 years after
the American revolution. Most of you in this congregation
were Loyalists who fought for King George III. President
Washington is still trying to get the American States together.
John Wesley has been dead only one year, but his movement
lives on as “the People called Methodists.” What a big loss last
year: not only our founder, John Wesley, but Mozart, too. Qur
loss was Heaven’s gain!

“As you well know, I am a Loyalist like you, I, whom
you have called to preach here. However, for many I represent
‘American Republicanism.” I am supposedly a threat to the
British establishment in Upper Canada, which is a needless and
mischievously contrived falsehood.

“Bishop Mountain of the Church of England here in
Upper Canada has referred to us as mendicant Methodists whom
he characterizes as a set of ignorant Enthusiasts whose
preaching is calculated only to perplex the understanding and
corrupt the morals, to relax the nerves of industry, and dissolve
the bands of Society.

“The present Lieutenant-Governor, John Graves
Simcoe, is a Loyalist like the rest of us. He has a distinct
dislike for American democratic principles. He fears, with
Bishop Mountain, that our Methodist Church will open the
floodgates of republicanism here in Upper Canada. Another
needless and mischievously contrived falsehood! He has written
to the Archbishop of Canterbury to help stifle our frontier
work! He has even called on the Roman Catholics to help
frustrate our cause! We are truly people who are misunderstood.
But so be it. We can withstand the flaming arrows of
opposition!



“T have been with you now for many months. Our
work is going well, so well, that it is necessary to divide the
responsibilities between myself and our friend the Reverend
Darius Dunham. I soon will be leaving you. Today is likely
my last service with you. I have been assigned to the circuit
that lies along the St. Lawrence River to the east of us, towards
Montreal. Brother Dunham will be looking after you, on this
Cataraqui circuit in the townships west of Kingston.

“Our plans are to continue--by the grace of God--our
frontier work in this province. To the east, we are confident of
establishing a circuit near Cornwall, then along the river
westward to Matilda Township at Point Iroquois. To the west,
there are some possibilities of establishing circuits in the years
to come in distant places like Whitby, maybe even as far as an
outpost called Pickering, and then hopefully the Town of York,
which the Indians call ‘Toronto.’

“There is abundant and obvious failure of established
churches like the Church of England to attend to the demands of
the gospel for a change of heart and life, and their willingness
to reach out to the needs of the masses of our people. We
Methodists have willingly entered into this great service for our
Lord. Our motives--suspected by some--are above reproach,
honest and sincere. We Methodists want to be a visible people
of God. Our desire is not to be a threat to the land, but “to
spread scriptural holiness over the land,” as our founder John
Wesley so well expressed it on many occasions.

“He has left us with the ways and means to do it. He
has made the task of the church so very clear, and it is nothing
less than this: to form a community of faith and practice that
responds, in our life together and witness to the world, to the
presence of Jesus Christ. This is the way the Reverend John
Wesley drilled it into his people called Methodists.

“The church wants to create and build a people of God
for all to see. That comes before everything else the church is
about. We are different from the social structures around us in
our wider society. We do not have to accept the world as we
find it, as we see it, as though it is fixed for ever and ever. The
world is to be confronted, converted and challenged with the
love of Christ. We must trust the power of the gospel to turn
our world upside down.

‘Remember our heritage as Methodists! Remember
what we have received as our legitimate birthright as the heirs
of John Wesley. We need to assert them continuously and
claim them again in our day. Listen to this heritage carefully.”
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Archaeological
Study of the
Cemetery,1993.

Jack Roblin did a wonderful job of completing a
beautiful white picket fence to replace the old page-wire fence
across the 85-foot front of the cemetery. He had worked hard
over the winter to have it ready for the Bicentennial services in
1992. It had been inspired by the oldest known picture of the
church and cemetery, in the Atlas of the County of Lennox &
Addington of 1878 (see below). Of course this new fence is a
litde fancier than that shown in the Adas.

The new fagade also brought to our attention how little
we know about who or what lies beneath the grass in the
enclosure. There is no cemetery map of plots; no burial register
or other records. Only three original gravestones remain, dated
1811, 1814, and 1843.. Even these are no longer on top of the
grave of the person named thereon. In the 1950s, an eager-to-
help contractor levelled the graveyard with his bulldozer, first
putting the three gravestones against the western fence, where
they still rest. The problem of cemetery deeds is described
below (see “Making Good Deeds™).

In 1992, Heritage Quest Inc., (formerly the
Cataraqui Archaeological Research Foundation) of Kingston,
was contracted to do an assessment of the cemetery. The
boundaries described in the 1811 document were established by
surveyors, including surface-evident stones and grave markers.
In order to identify potential “hot-spots” to be archaeologically
explored, the field was first gone over using an electro-magnetic
induction technique. With the aid of GEONICS® EM31 used
in one-metre swaths, a two-colour map of the fenced portion of
the cemetery was produced. This identified areas where the soil
had been disturbed, changes in porosity and water retention in
the soil, possible metals present beneath the surface such as
coffin nails,handles, name-plates, and other anomalies beneath
the sod. Some thirty-two anomalies indicative of grave sites
were noted, with varying degrees of strength. Fourteen of these
were chosen for investigation.

Under the direction of Susan M. Bazely, with
assistance from four archaeological excavators and seven
volunteers, these sites were explored during five days of June,
1993. The chosen test areas, which varied in size from .5 x 2
metres to 2 X 6 metres, were stripped of sod and remnants of
top-soil, usually down to a depth of .30m (one foot), and
“spade-shined” smooth. To the untrained eye, it was a total
surprise to see the obvious contrast between the colour of the
disturbed soil (grave shaft) and the undisturbed soil--still clearly
visible after 150 years! It should be noted that none of the
digging went deep enough to reach any human remains,
commonly “six feet under.”
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Discoveries.

1) Eight distinct grave shafts were discovered; five of
them were determined to be individual graves; two showed
evidence of double interments, and one held five interments.
This indicates a total of fourteen burials in the areas uncovered.

2) The graves all lay in an east-west orientation. A
pattern emerged which suggested at least six rows of graves
running in a north-south direction, parallel to the eastern
boundary described in the 1811 deed.

3) Taking into account the evident spacing between the
uncovered graves, and the spaces within the rows where there is
no evidence of graves, there could be a minimum of 141
interments within the fenced portion of the cemetery. If used
to capacity, there could be as many as 300 or more interments
over the period of 50 to 68 years in which the cemetery was
used. .

4) Eight of the identified graves contained stome
markers that had not been visible above the ground. These
were crude “headstones” made of rough field stones with no
inscriptions on them. Yet they were uniformly all at the west
end of their respective plots, in alignment with each other, and
all tilted slightly back in a similar way. Traditional Christian
burials have for centuries been oriented east-west with the feet at
the eastern end, facing Jerusalem, so that, as some believed,
they may face Christ on the Day of Judgment and Resurrection.
Thus it seems that the Hay Bay cemetery was planned following
this traditional pattern. There was no evidence of any other kind
of grave markers, either wood or stone. Five of the graves were
not exposed to their full length, which might have revealed
additional stones. Two also had footstones.

5) Some concerns had focussed on the large granite
HUFF monument. It stands about .5m behind the new
picket fence, facing the road, the inscription largely hidden by
the fence. Presumably it stands on the site of Paul Huff’s
original gravestone of 1818, which was still visible and
documented in 1926 when the decision to erect the larger
monument was made by the Huff Family Association. Testing
in the immediate area revealed no evidence of interments.

Summary and Recommendations.

A seventy-page report has been presented to the
trustees by Heritage Quest Inc. which details procedures and
findings for each of the fourteen sites explored. Three of the
sites revealed no graves.

One small test site east of the fenced cemetery, but
within the 1811 proscribed area showed no sign of graves. That
area has been part of a much cultivated field belonging to the
adjoining farm. The overburden clay soils have been removed
by constant ploughing. It is not known whether deeper digging
could clearly detect grave shafts in that area or not.

Much has been learned about this aspect of our
church’s history from this assessment. Further reflection may
bring forth more information, suppositions, and more
questions. This is only a beginning.

Among the recommendations are urgings to continue
to do research in external sources (histories, journals, obituaries,
etc.) for evidence of persons who may be buried in this cemetery
and individuals and families associated with the church. The
remainder of the cemetery as laid out in 1811 should be acquired
so that the original burial ground may be properly designated,
fenced, and marked. Above all, further archaeological
excavation should be undertaken to give a complete picture of
burials here, and to honour and commemorate the pioneers who
have left us such a fine heritage. This might be accomplished
through archaeological field schools in cooperation with the
Ontario Archaeological Society. This is one of the earliest
graveyards in Ontario, and is worthy of such consideration.

The costs of this assessment have been almost
$15,000. We are grateful that most of this has been covered
by gifts from two donors who wish to remain anonymous, and
from the Bay of Quinte Conference of the United Church of
Canada. Further donations to cover future work including legal
expenses, and fencing and landscaping the extended (1811) area,
would be most welcome. Your comments will also be
appreciated.



Looking south, excavation 1F in the foreground, with 1A
and 1F in the background, showing five of the headstones
aligned. White strings in the pits outline grave shafts.

The ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ASSESSMENT of the CEMETERY.

Diagram below shows the 16 excavations (labelled
1A to 1P), grave outlines, and the six rows of burials
deduced from the evidence.

Photo (left) taken 17 June 1993 by Barbara Good.
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Making Good Deeds

The property surrounding the Hay Bay Church has required
four legal documents to describe it. Each represents a portion
of the land covering parts of lots 18 and 19 in the Third Con-
cession of Adolphustown township, in Lennox & Addington
County, Province of Ontario. The deeds were drawn up in
1811, 1910, 1961, and 1995. The adjoining map shows the
boundaries described by each.

No. 1 - Jume 17, 18Il

In this document, Paul Huff and his wife Mary, “in
consideration of the Love, goodwill and affection that we have
for the Methodist Episcopal Church,” granted one and one-
fourth acres of land in the north-west corner of Lot number 18,
to seven trustees: Christopher German, William Ruttan,
Solomon Huff, William Casey, Augustus Shorts, John Roblin,
and William Moore. The first four named were also among the
subscribers of 1792; William Moore was the builder. The
.wording of the deed followed almost verbatim the outline given
in the Doctrines and Discipline of the M.E. Church. It was
never registered in the county Land Registry Office, as the
Methodists and other non-conformist bodies were not allowed to
hold property until an Act was passed in 1828.

That original deed, fragile and backed with linen, still
exists, preserved in the United Church Archives in Toronto.

No. 2 - December 17, 1910.

This second deed was the first to be registered. By it, the
then owner of the land, Walter Platt and his wife Rosanna
granted one and a half acres in lots 18 and 19, between the road
and the shoreline, but not including the cemetery, to ‘“The
” No trustees were named. The

Methodist Church of Cana
price was $400.00.
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No. 3 - June 19, 1961.

This was drawn up in response to some nudging from the
Ontario Department of Health, Cemetery Division, to declare
our cemetery officially closed. Unable to produce either a
cemetery plan or deed, the church trustees sought to remedy the
situation. Unaware of the existence of the 1811 deed, the
farmer who owned the land, Robert J. Mcllwaine, together with
the Rev. Harold V. Neal, chairman of the trustee board,
“guessed” where the boundaries might be, and described a
smaller plot, 85 by 120 feet. The price was a token $1.00.
The trustees of “The Old Hay Bay Methodist Church” at that
date included: Revs. H.V. Neal (Millbrook), Harold Pointon
(Ottawa), Harry Mellow (Oshawa), A.J. Wilson (Toronto),
George Boyle (Toronto), and Harry Herrington (Kingston);
Kathleen Asselstine and Elsie Smith (Napanee); Judge Carroll
Anderson (Belleville), Judge Gerald Smith (Napanee), Harold
Martin (Stirling), Harry Blakely (Picton); John Duffett and
Lawrence Magee (Adolphustown).

No. 4 - 1995,

A fourth deed is being negotiated which will effectively
reclaim the boundaries of the 1811 deed not previously claimed
in the other deeds. The Mcllwaines still own the adjoining
farm, and have been most cooperative in this matter. The
current trustees are Revs. Kenneth Crawford (Picton), Norman
Esdon, (Adolphustown), William Fletcher, Philip Hobbs, and
Fred Kitson (Napanee), David Iverson (Conference Secy.,
Kingston), William Lamb (Etobicoke), William McDowell
(Shawville, Que.) and Lloyd Paul (Picton); Jean Brown
(Bailieboro), Jean Hough and Jack Roblin (Fredericksburg),
Kathy Staples (Adolphustown), Maxine and Wilbert Walt
(Trenton), Isabel Wessell (Woodville), and chairman Robert
Woodside (Scarboro). Architect Neil MacLennan (Kingston) is
also “Keeper of the Fabric.”

HAY BAY
(or EAST BAY)
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i U property until 1828. Price: nil ("love, goodwill gct) ;1% aczes.
/
2) 1910 - Walter Platt to the Methodist Church of Canada
4 / (no Trustees named). 1h acres between rcad & water. Price: $400.
/
T | 3) 1961 - Robert McIlwaine to 14 named Trustees of “The Old
! _ Hay Bay Methodist Church.” 1/3 acre of cemetery. Price $1.
. . !
SCALE: ‘mﬁ [} 7 prawn to scale from legal descriptions.
.
b 825
CONCESSION T[T LOT 19 | LOT I8 ADOLPHUSTOWN TWP. —= LENNOX & ADDINGTON COUNTY

JuL. 1979
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TR SUBSCRIBERS OF 1792

A SERIES OF BIOGRAPHICAL VIGNETTES ON THE TWENTY-TWO SUBSCRIBERS
WHO ARE SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS “THE FOUNDERS” OF THE CHURCH.

No. 4 Daniel Dafoe/Defoe,

U.E. (1769-1845)

That name may recall the English author Daniel Defoe
who wrote Robinson Crusoe in 1719, but of course it is not the
same person.

And then there’s the the Dafoe of Dionne
quintuplets fame--Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, the country
doctor who delivered them 60 years ago; was he related? YES.
He was the great-great-great grandson of our Daniel’s brother,
Michael Dafoe.

The name has several variations including DeVoe,
Defoe, Dafoe, Thevou, and even Dayfoot. A family history can
be found in the Lennox & Addington Museum, Napanee, and a
genealogy in Loyalist Lineages, Vol. 11, p. 265. Present-day
descendants publish a clan newsletter (since 1983) called
Dafoe-Defoe Dynasty containing interesting bits of family
history. From these and other sources, here is what we know at
present about Daniel Dafoe.

He was the youngest of six sons and one daughter,
bomn to John Ernst Devoe and his wife Mary Keller of
upstate New York. He was baptized on the 15th of September
1769 (the record does not state where). His siblings were
named: George, Conrad, Abraham, John (Jr.), Jacob,
Mary, and Michael. John Emst was, in turn, the oldest of
nine children of Abraham Devoe and Anna Maria Catharina
Reiffenberger of Dutchess county, N.Y. This Abraham Devoe
is believed to have been bom in Switzerland, emigrating to
America with his family about 1709. At the time of the
Revolutionary War, they lived in the Hoosick district of Albany
county, N.Y., with some of the family on a farm just across the
border in Pownal township, Vt., all within ten miles of the

town of Bennington, Vt. The father had protested the actions of g

Ethan Allen and his “Green Mountain Boys”, and consequently
was marked by the rebels as a troublemaker. When Loyalists
were rounded up in 1776, he was one of those put in jail. But
with the approach to that area of a British force under Gen. John
Burgoyne, their lives changed drastically. The father escaped his
confinement and, with his older sons, joined a provincial corps
of loyalists and fought in the battle of Bennington on the
16th of August, 1777.
His son Conrad later wrote of it:
... In the year 1777 he broke out of Gaol and went into
General Burgoynes’ camp, and very shortly after fought in

the battle of Bennington where he was unfortunately taken
prisoner, and put into close confinement and irons, which
situation he suffered for nearly twelve months....

Years later, Capt. Samuel Anderson confirmed this in
an affidavit:

I do hereby certify that I was well acquainted with John
Defoe ... and ... that he was very early made a prisoner, and
closely confined by the Americans; that he broke from his
prison, and joined the Detachment of british Troops at
benington, where he fought like a good and brave Soldier,
under my Command ... with three of his Sons [Abraham,
Conrad, and George], and one of his sons [George] was
killed in that battle.

George, aged 27 at that time, had three children, and
his wife was pregnant with a fourth. He had joined the local
Militia commanded by Captain John Lampman, and obtained an
ensign’s commission. With the appearance of the British flag,
however, “Captain Lampman, George De Foe, and the rest of
the officers and a major part of the men in the company deserted
the American or Rebel Standard and joined British forces at a
place near Bennington. George was wounded by a musket shot
which caused his death soon after,” according to his brother

,

John’s account. e )

The mob of patriots turned his widow out of her house
and took everything she owned. She had to walk five miles
before she could find anyone who would receive her into their
house. This brought on her labour, and she and the child died.
His brother, John, served in the secret service carrying
messages through rebel territory. He travelled with three other
known messengers, Lt. Solomon Johns, Thomas Fraser, and
Hans Waltimeyer. Their names were often misspelled, Dafoe




written as Defeau or Devau, Waltimeyer as Mires or Myers.
This type of service is rarely described in official
correspondence. However, two letters from Governor
Haldimand to General Powell in 1779 each name John Dafoe,
then 21 years of age, and describe some of his work as follows:
(June 12, 1779) The bearer Mr. Mires is to wait at St.
John’s [Quebec] until he shall receive my further directions.
Iintend that Mr. Jones, Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Defeau shall go
with him. You will please therefore to have them in
readiness for that purpose, but I would not have their going
talked of....
(July 1, 1779) I have received your letter of the 27th.
past, proposing that two Loyalists should accompany Mr.
Devau to the Kenebec, as Devau is so well acquainted at and
with the Route to [New] York. I wish to have him
employed with Myers, who I only wait the arrival of the
Fleet to dispatch -- My intention is that he should take three
men with him from St. John’s with whom he will determine
upon some hollow tree or particular spot in the most
convenient situation in the neighbourhood of Albany or
Schenectady wherein to leave their Dispatches -- this done
Myers will take forward to New York one of the three, (who
will answer the best), the other two to return immediately to
St. John’s to wait for further dispatches or to go for those
which Mr. Myers or the other will bring from York and
deposit in the place appointed, where they will in like
manner leave their dispatches for furtherance to [New] York
by Mr. Myers.

By this means intelligence will be conveyed with more
expedition & safety than by sending the same men quite
through to New York. My reason for employing two
together is in case of accidents or sickness to either, the
other can proceed with the charge. It would be still better to
fix upon two places contiguous to each other, least there
should be reasons for abandoning one of them -- They should
be well provided with Bladders or something of the kind to
preserve their papers from wet and they should afterwards be

well wrapped in Bark.
--quoted in J.B.Goddard, Hans Waltimeyer, 1980, pp. 136-7.

By the end of the war, Daniel, being barely fifteen
years of age, had also enlisted. A return of soldiers, dated 27
January 1784, lists Corporal Abraham Defoe (with wife and one
child), and Privates John, Jacob, Michael, and Daniel Defoe.
They were part of the 155 men in Captain Henry Ruiters
Company of King’s Rangers, under command of Lt. Col.
Robert Rogers. Their father had been able to come with his
wife and family as far as St. John’s, Quebec, where he died that
same year.

Settling in Canada.

Abraham, John (Jr.), Michael, Daniel, Mary, and their
mother settled in Fredericksburg township. Conrad moved to
the Aultsville area in Osnabruck township on the St. Lawrence.
Jacob’s whereabouts remains uncertain. In the U.E. list, this
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note was added to Abraham’s entry: “180 acres in the right of
his brother Jacob,” which may indicate that Jacob had died.
Their mother, Mary Keller Dafoe, was buried on 12 August
1789.

Abraham and John seem to be the only ones who
submitted claims to the Loyalist Commission in 1787. The
others submitted theirs ten years later. On 18 May 1797,
Daniel petitioned for land “as son & heir to his deceased father,
and by his loyalty, who joined the Royal Standard himself in
the year Eighty.” Abraham and John added their affidavit giving
over their rights to their father’s land to Daniel. However the
claim was dismissed on the unusual ruling that as their father
had died in Quebec, which had since [in 1791] become the
separate province of Lower Canada, they could not claim land in
Upper Canada. It is not clear where Daniel first established his
home. One 1785 Location certificate gives Michael and Daniel
200 acres in Ameliasburg, but properties seem to have been
swapped. Later, he is known to have lived on Big Creek in
Fredericksburgh township, south of Napanee.

Shortly after Daniel turned 21 (probably late 1790), he
married Elizabeth Wright. Their first child, Mary, was baptized
21 September 1791, by Rev. John Langhorn. Nine other
children followed. As often happens following a war, the
birthrate soars to compensate for the losses. So it was with the
Dafoe clan who produced at least fifty known children. Here is
the record:

George (1749-77) & Betty Dunning: 3 children;
Conrad (1753-1863) & Eve Empey: 6 * .
Abraham (1753- ?) & Katreen --—---: 4 “ ;
John (1758- ? ) & Lois Pringle: 7 « .
Jacob (1761- ?) & -—----: o
Mary (1763- ?) & Andrew Rikley: 9 «

Michael (1766-1859/60) & 1) Rachel
Holcombe; 2) Rachel Ross;
3) Mrs. Margaret Peterson Prindle: 11
Daniel (1769-1845) & Eliz. Wright: 10  “
50+7?

Little else is known of Daniel Dafoe, except that he
subscribed £2 towards the erection of the Hay Bay church in
1792, and became a Methodist. He apparently died in 1845 for
that is the date of his will. Elizabeth, his wife, died on the
21st of December, 1844, aged 75. Her brief obituary in the
Christian Guardian added that she was “a highly respected
member of the Wesleyan Methodist Society, and bore her
lingering illness with exemplary patience and Christian
resignation.”

Daniel Dafoe’s descendants are numerous. The most
celebrated, a great-grandson, was John Wesley Dafoe (1866-
1944), the influential editor of the Winnipeg Free Press, who
was offered a federal cabinet post and a knighthood. He seems
to have founded a journalistic dynasty. JW.’s grandson,
Christopher Dafoe, is the current editor of The Beaver:
Exploring Canada’s History, the magazine founded by the
Hudson Bay Company. And his son, Christopher Dafoe,



Jr., is also a journalist whose byline is frequently seen in the
Globe and Mail and other media today.

Sources : Much of this information was derived from
documents shared by Eleanor Moult, UE., a descendant of
Michael Dafoe. Also Upper Canada Land Petitions at Ontario
Archives); and Loyalist Claims for Abraham and John in
Bureau of Archives Report, 1904, pp. 417 & 1011.

No. 5 Henry Davis
(1753-1831)

The Davis family have lingered long in Adolphustown.
From 1797 until the farm was sold in 1966, descendants of
Henry Davis have lived on lot 16 of the second concession.
Although there is a fairly full listing of the generations which
have flowed from him, there is little that we know about Henry
himself or his forbears. Did he come as a Loyalist from New
York, or was he a British soldier who decided to stay here after
the Revolution was over?

Research is being pursued on both possibilities. For
example, Dr. Burleigh’s list of confiscated loyalist properties in
New York state includes the name of a Henry Davis from the
Palatine District of Tryon county, dated 14 July 1783. On the
other hand, the “Old United Empire Loyalists List” in the
Crown Lands Dept., as first published in 1885, shows his
listing thus:

Davis, Henry - Adolphustown.

29th Regt. A sergeant. Gov. Hamilton, 1785, says,

soldier. 100. P.L. 1786. Stamped Book.
That would suggest that he was a sergeant of the British 29th
Regiment; that Henry Hamilton, then Lt. Governor of Quebec,
confirmed in 1785 that he was known to him to have been a
soldier; that he was awarded 100 acres of land; that his name
appeared on the loyalist Provision List in 1786 and in a
stamped book. But it raises several questions. The 29th regt.
was not a loyalist unit, and British regiments seldom recruited
men from the colonies (except for the 84th regiment of
Highlanders). This Old UE.L. List includes the names of
many disbanded British and German soldiers who settled in
Upper Canada, but who were later disqualified. Some twenty-
three British regiments are named, along with the 29th.
Twenty-two persons, including Henry Davis, are there identified
as having been soldiers in the 29th regiment, but none of them
submitted claims to the Loyalist Commission.

The more authoritative list of Loyalists is that of the
Executive Council. Henry Davis’ name appears there followed
by the word “expunged” (in 1802), indicating that he could not
properly be considered a loyalist, as he had been a British
soldier. This may indicate that he was born in Britain.
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The 29th Regiment.

When did Henry Davis join the army? The regiment
served in America between 1765 and 1773. He would be too
young to have joined before 17635, so he was not likely present
in the unfortunate event known as “The Boston Massacre” of 5
March 1770, in which the 29th was involved. Blown out of
proportion, it became one of the catalysts of the American
Revolution of 1776.

Henry would have been a more likely 23 when
the regiment returned to this continent, arriving at Quebec
on 24 May 1776. They were soon involved in resisting
the American army at Three Rivers, Sorel, and Montreal.
For most of that war period, they fought in the River St.
John-Lake Champlain corridor. They
were often divided with detachments
assigned to different places. Their
Light and Grenadier companies took
part in General Burgoyne’s campaign
of 1777. By the spring of 1783, as
the war ended, they were quartered at
Isle aux Noix. The size of the
regiment may be seen in a muster in
the autumn of 1780 which showed 1
Major (Archibald Campbell), 2
Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 5
Sergeants, 5 Corporals, 1 Drummer,
and 182 privates.

Finally, in 1787, the
regiment finished its term of duty and
returned to England.  Several
detachments had fulfilled guard duty at
Cataraqui (Kingston), Carleton Island,
Fort Niagara, and Oswego that year,
being replaced in July by the 65th
regiment. On 5 October 1787, the ™
men of the 29th embarked on
transport ships at Quebec for the
Journey home. As we have seen, over
20 of them chose to remain and settle in Upper Canada,
including, be believe, Henry Davis.

A Home in Adolphustown.

Henry settled in Adolphustown, and chose Mary, the
daughter of Jobst Huffnail, UE., and Margaret Gurmandy for
his wife. He may never have met his father-in-law, for Jobst
(also called Jeptha, Jobet, or Joseph Hoffnagle) died in 1785,
aged 62. Mrs. Huffnail lived for another 20 years, and,
according to the family entry in Loyalist Lineages of Canada
(Vol. I, p.329), was buried at the “Old Methodist Chapel” at
Hay Bay. We have here made some corrections of dates for that
entry. As a daughter of a U.E. Loyalist, Mary was entitled to
200 acres of land. This she received by Order of Council dated
30 August 1797, as lot 16, concession 1l of Adolphustown,
which became the Davis homestead as mentioned above. They
had six children: John, Mary (married Willet Potter), Henry

Sergeant's uniform for the 29th
Regiment of Foot. The halberd,
symbol of his rank, was not used in
battle.



(m’d Sarah Campbell) who inherited the farm, Andrew, Sophia
(m’d Leonard Ross), and Charles.

One of Henry's grandsons was Peter Davis of
Adolphustown, who never married. He was an ardent admirer of
Sir John A. Macdonald, who had spent a few boyhood years as a
resident of the same township. One day, when a passing school
teacher asked him why his crops of hay and grain seemed so
much better than those of his neighbours, he replied: “When
Sir John A. Macdonald was a boy, he walked all over those
fields in his bare feet!”

Allan Ross Davis (1858-1933), a great grandson,
played a very significant role in the recovery of the Hay Bay
Church, a story to be told in a future issue of this journal. A
much-travelled civil engineer, he published a novel about the
township, and wrote countless letters and articles about the old
church, bringing its plight to the public attention. He arranged
for the repurchasing of the church in 1910, and served as a
trustee until his death.

Another descendant, Allisom Clarence Davis,
served as the Clerk of Adolphustown township for 46 years. He
was the last to live on the Davis farm, and died only this year,
1995, at 94 years of age.

Henry Davis had subscribed £4 towards the Hay Bay
church in 1792. Little else has been recorded about his life. He
made his will 4 June 1824, and it was probated 22 February
1832, six months after his death on the 25th of August, 1831.
His widow lived on for at least another decade. It is believed
that they were both interred in the original Methodist cemetery
across the road from the Hay Bay Church. They were the only
subscribers of 1792 to be buried there.

Sources: Jean Davis Norry of London, Ont., is the family
genealogist, and is working hard on research about the original
Henry Davis. She has a great accumulation of family papers,
copies of which are also found in the Lenox & Addington
Museum in Napanee.
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A Terrible Bond of
Obligation

When Eula Lapp was doing research for her book, To
Their Heirs Forever, she came across a disconcerting document
in the John Williams papers at the New York State Library in
Albany. It bore the signatures of fourteen people, most of them
loyalists who were to be featured in her book. These included
Paul Heck, the husband of Barbara Heck, the renowned
“Mother of Methodism in America,” as well as one of our 1792
subscribers, and a brother of another. It was baffling to find
that people who later staked their very lives for the British cause
could sign their names to a promise of loyalty to the American
congress. How could such contradictory actions be reconciled?

Someone other than the signers had prepared the text.
The spelling was poor, and some of the signers could only sign
with an +, not unusual in frontier communities. It read:

We the Subscribers do Bind our Selves in the Pennal sum of
one hundred pound Each to be obedient to the Rules and
orders of the Contenantal Congress and also that we

will Protect and Defend the Rights and Libertys of Amairica
in the Preasent Contest against the opressive acts of the
British Parliment according to our abilitys. Signed by Each
of our hands this 29 day of april 1776.

Though some of them remain unknown, others can be
identified as follows, spellings corrected:
James Carscallen, age 19, son of Edward of Scots-Irish
background. James’ daughter Martha later married John Wilson
Ferguson of Adolphustown.
John Bininger, age 21, son of Abraham (see below). John
became a subscriber to the Hay Bay Church 16 years later. His
biography was given in Number One of the Hay Bay Guardian.
Christian Schoolcraft, unknown.
Adam Schoolcraft, unknown.
John Embury, age 20; nephew of Rev. Philip Embury; son
of David, and brother of Andrew Embury (who also became a
1792 subscriber to Hay Bay.)
Philip Singeon, unknown.
John Dulmage, age 38, husband of Paul’s sister, Sophia
Heck.
David Dulmage, age 30, brother of John; husband of Mary
Jennings.
Garret Miller,* age 38, married Philip Embury’s niece,
Elizabeth Embury; his sister Elizabeth (married Philip Roblin)
became a 1792 subscriber.
Ichabod Cook, unknown.
Paul Heck,* age 46, husband of Barbara Ruckle.
Peter Switzer,* age 46, husband of Anna Maria Guier;
Philip Switzer, age 19, son of Peter.

(*bomn in Ireland)
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Rev. Abraham Bininger, age 56, a German-speaking
Swiss; a Moravian minister who had served in the Caribbean,
New York city, and among American Indians.

Of course they were not the only Tories in the area to
be muzzled. Each county had appointed a Committee of Safety
to counteract what the Congress considered subversive activity.
Many of these records have been lost, but those that remain
give some glimpses of their work. The Minutes of the Albany
Committee of Correspondence records that John Macomb and
Francis Pfister (his father-in-law) of the Hoosic district south of
Camden Valley, were considered Tories. When examined on
July 13, 1776, they were “entered into Parole not to take up
arms in the present War between Great Britain and the American
States.” Others were “warned to be quiet,” according to several
Loyalist Claims.

English-born John Williams (1752-1806) had
studied medicine and surgery, emigrated to America and settled
at Salem, N.Y., in 1773. Two years later he was chosen to
represent Charlotte (now Washington) county in the New York
Provincial Congress, and re-elected three times. He headed the
Committee of Safety and was appointed Colonel (and later
General) of a regiment for the county. Thus he was responsible
for the enforced signing of this bond of obligation.

In spite of the bond, all of the signers (except ageing
Abraham Bininger) joined the British forces that same year.

Copy of original document courtesy of New York State Library.

That fall, Sir Guy Carleton (Lord Dorchester) brought a military
force down Lake Champlain to Crown Point. As news of his
approach spread through the district, some twenty Camden
Valley men made their decision and headed off to meet him.
They reached Crown Point on October 27th, 1776, and enlisted.
They were formed into a “corps of provincials™ later given the
name of Queen’s Loyal Rangers. They spent the winter in
Canada, and the following summer returned as part of the
mighty invasion force of British and German troops, Canadians,
Indians, and Provincials under General Burgoyne.

A series of memorable battles came that summer: Fort
Ticonderoga, July 6; Hubbardton, July 7, Bennington, August
16; Freeman’s Farm, September 19; Bemis Heights, October 7;
and finally at Saratoga, October 17, when Burgoyne surrendered.
Colonel Francis Pfister (named above) had recruited many
loyalists, and emerged to lead his troops at Bennington, where
he was mortally wounded, and at least a third of his men killed.
The remaining loyalists were regrouped. After Saratoga, the
British and German troops were sent back to Europe, and the
loyalists allowed to return to Canada, never to fight again.

Ultimately their families joined them, and, in 1784,
they settled in the newly established townships along the St.
Lawrence and Bay of Quinte. Paul Heck and John Dulmage
were in Augusta township; the Switzers and Miller in
Emestown; Bininger, Carscallen and Embury in Adolphustown
and Fredericksburgh. Their descendants are legion.



1994 Church Finances

Here is a picture of the financial situation of the Old
Hay Bay Church. This is drawn from the year-end Financial
Statement for the period January 1 to December 31, 1994, as
presented to the trustees and the Bay of Quinte Conference, by
treasurer Jean Hough. In this report, we have rounded the
figures to the nearest dollar.

Itis basically good news. The bills are all paid, loans
repaid, and we’re not in debt.

This will be a running summary. If you would like to
see the details, drop us a note requesting a copy of the Financial
Statement, and it will be forwarded to you. Or write us if you
have questions.

Sources of income for 1994 included: sale of
literature $276, donations from summer visitors $1033, and
offerings from three special services (Benn Family Reunion,
Masonic Lodge, and the annual Pilgrimage) $1574. The Bay of
Quinte Conference gives an annual grant to help cover insurance
costs. 1994 grant was $950; insurance cost $1062. Sub-
scriptions for the Hay Bay Guardian (including some for ‘93)
raised $413, and interest on investments came to $802.

Expenses: telephone & hydro $602, property taxes
$453, postage and supplies $281. Postage included that used to
mail the Hay Bay Guardian. Maintenance (repairs, grass-
cutting, cleaning, etc.) $1387. Travel expenses for trustee
meetings, secretarial expenses, honorariums and bank charges
totalled $615.

The big expense was $4532 to Heritage Quest, Inc., in
part payment for the cemetery assessment done in 1993.
The total cost of this important project over the three years was
$17,238. Gifts towards this expense amounted to $10,563
last year. This included costs of surveyors, publication of
findings, and the other items mentioned in the article on pages
11 and 12.

We have not included in-and-out loans, GST rebate,
etc. The year began with a balance of $1305, and ended with a
balance of $6571. So we’re solvent. We're grateful to God and
to our many supporters.

BUT there are some heavy expenses coming soon.
We anticipate legal expenses including application for
severance, of about $1000 for the deed for the enlarged cemetery
aquisition this year (see page 14.) We have agreed to erect a
page-wire fence around the perimeter, as part of the agreement
with the grantor. Cost unknown. Some landscaping will be
needed, including planting grass in the ploughed area, and some
shrubbery. Moving the Huff stone (erected in 1926) will cost
about $1000. We are informed that the roof will need re-
shingling within two years (a racoon chewed an eight inch hole
in the roof this spring). Cost: $8000? Future restoration work
will include an authentic period pulpit; the present one was
built in 1910. The balcony screen will also be restored to its
original panelled wood style.
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How Can I Help?

One reader recently wrote that he would like to make a
contribution, if he knew what the need was. We would be glad
to discuss the projects outlined above with you in more detail if
you wish. Contributions may be made out to “Hay Bay
Church” and sent to Mrs. Jean Hough, R.R. 2, Napanee, Ont.
K7R 3K7. You may wish to designate your gift for general
maintenance, a specific project, or for the Restoration Fund.
The church is a registered charity, and a receipt for tax purposes
will be issued. For further information, you may contact the
treasurer, Jean Hough (613) 373-2232, or the editor Bill Lamb
(416) 231-5317, or the chairman of the trustee board, Bob

Woodside (416) 282-4397.

We are the old, the unremembered dead--
Forgot, we lie

In country graveyards high on lonely hills;

We are unwept save by such tears as sheds
The weeping sky.

Above old, huddled graves in city streets, sometimes
A passer finds

The time to pause and sigh--remembering.

But none pass by us here. Above us sigh
Only the winds.

The hands that laid us here long, long are dust;
The passioned tears

Shed then for us are dried; the faltering feet

That followed us in grief have now lain still
Unnumbered years.

And stranger hands now tll the fields we cleared;
Strange voices ring

Beneath the roofs we raised; beneath the trees

We planted, strange young lovers make their vows
Each passing spring.

The alien plow that draws so near, so near
Disturbs our rest--
" Here in our sunken and neglected graves,
We stir--yet well we know that there is none
Who will protest.

We are unclamouring--we only ask
That we may lie
Safe from the plow that threatens our old graves--
Covered by vines, mourned by the passing winds,
Wept by the sky.

Roselle Mercier Montgomery.




The Globe & Mail, 10 January 1995.
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Canada donates painting to Queen

Canadian Press
LONDON ~-- Canadians are pitch-
ing in to help the Queen replace a
painting destroyed by the fire that
damaged Windsor Castle more than
two years ago.

The painting, George IIl at a Re-
view, is being replaced with a copy
from the Canadian High Commis-
sion in London, a spokesman said.

The painting was offered to the
Queen as a goodwill gesture, said
High Commissioner Royce Frith,
by former prime minister Brian
Mulroney before he and his Pro-
gressivé Conservative - Party were
swept from office.

Apparently the painting won’t be
missed at the High Commission. “It

has no relevance to Canada or Ca-

nadians,” Frith said.

. The Queen is said to be grateful
for the offer after various works of
art and other treasures were burned

-or damaged by smoke and water

when flames ripped through a wing

of the royal residence near London

in November of 1992.

“The Queen is pleased that peo—
ple are able to see a [copy of 2]
painting that was destroyed in the
fire,” said - Buckingham Palace
spokesman Dickey Arbiter.

The original was painted in 1797-
8 for King George Il by Sir Wil-

‘liam Beechey, a Bnush contempo-

rary artist.

Canada House, in  Trafalgar
Square, has one of the only two of-
ficial copies believed to exist. The

second official copy is on display at
Britain’s National Army:. Museum
in London. »

Just where to hang the Beechey
at Windsor Castle is still being de-
cided, - said Arbiter, - adding that
“two rooms” are being loocked at.

- There seems to be some confu-
sion, “however, over whether the-
painting is a gift or a loan.

Officials - at ‘the Canadian High
Commission say it’s a gift. But the
palace is calling it a2 “permanent
loan,” Arbiter said.

In- the painting, the King is
mounted on a white horse and
pointing toward a mock battle being
staged for him. Behind him stands
his son, the Prince of Wales, wear-
ing a colonel’s uniform.

“George I1I at a Military Review.”
The Prince of Wales, in the uniform of a colonel of the 10th Light Dragoons,
1s brandishing his sword in a suitably aggressive manner. Royal Collection.

In our last issue, we offered for sale an
1809 engraving of King George III (still
available). The portrait was based on
part of a larger painting done in 1798 by
Sir William Beechey. The painting
became newsworthy recently as the above
clipping indicates. The full picture is
shown here (left), albeit a poor reproduc-
tion.

Sir William Beechey (1753-1839),
was born at Burford, England. He became a
pupil at the Royal Academy at age 19.
Some of his smaller portraits gained him
considerable reputation; he began to be
employed by the nobility, and in 1793
became associate of the Academy. That
year he was made portrait-painter to Queen
Charlotte. He painted the portraits of the
members of the royal family, and of nearly
all the most famous or fashionable persons
of the time. What is considered his finest
production is a review of cavalry, a large
composition, in the foreground of which he
introduced portraits of George III, the
prince of Wales and the duke of York,
surrounded by a brilliant staff on
horseback. It was painted in 1798, and
obtained for the artist the honour of knight-
hood, and his election as R.A..
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THE MADNESS OF
KING GEORGE

This fine British film has appeared in movie theaters
this spring. It portrays a morose and erratic monarch, depressed
at having lost the American colonies. In spite of the efforts of
physicians and a determined dissenter preacher to restrain
(physically) and heal him, the King was officially recognized as
“mad” and incapable of fulfilling his duties. In 1811 his son
(later George IV) was appointed Regent. Much is made of the
son’s impatience to assume the crown.

Most of this is historically accurate. Of course there is
a measure of artistic license added to the story. The rare disease
from which George I11 is believed to have suffered, was called
porphyria.  As suggested in the film, the disease apparently
gave urine a bluish tinge.

Based on Allan Bennett’s play, The Madness of
George 111, the movie title dropped the /I, as the American
distributors decided that the public would feel cheated that they
had missed the original The Madness of George, and its sequel,
The Madness of George 11, according to the Globe and Mail.!

LETTERS

“I was surprised and delighted to receive a copy of the
Hay Bay Guardian, anew and important production. Somehow
['missed the first edition, but if it was of the calibre of this one,
I really missed something special. The part about those early
living conditions of the Simcoe days were specially interesting
... You broke new ground for me in Dr. Dixon’s analysis of
the difference between Canadians and Americans: both a little
overdone, but not too bad. Of course the article on Samuel
Coate is the highlight. I confess I was ignorant of his
downfall.

“I am overwhelmed by your idea and purpose in
providing us with a publication of this quality and accuracy.”

Dr. Arthur E. Kewley, Peterborough, ON

“The Hay Bay Guardian is a treasure! Please enter me
as a subscriber. . . George R. Slater, Ph.D., Etobicoke, ON.
(Descendant of Conrad Vandusen.)

BOOKS - BOOKS

TO THEIR HEIRS FOREVER.
by Eula Carscallen Lapp. Mika Publishing Co. 1977.
390 pages, maps, illustrations, index.
$25.00 hard cover. ISBN 0-919303-15-3.

This is a group history of eleven families who shared much of

their lives amd faith together. Barbara Heck and Philip Embury

who planted Methodism in America are key figures. The names

of these families: Bininger, Carscallen, Detlor, Dulmage,
Embury, Heck, Hoffman, Lawrence, Miller, Sparling, and
Switzer. The book traces their roots in Palatine Germany; their

settlement in Ireland as political refugees in 1709; their

conversion to Methodism; emigration to New York city where

they established the first Methodist society and church; their

move to Camden Valley, N.Y., near the south-west corner of
present-day Vermont; their participation in the Revolutionary
War and subsequent re-settlement in Upper Canada. It is an

amazing story, well told, well researched and documented. The

book earned a Commendation from the American Association

for State and Local History. It has been a quiet seller over the

years, requiring a recent reprinting. Write Mika Publishing

Co., 200 Stanley St., Belleville, Ontario. K8N 4A3,

THE CANADA FIRE:
Radical Evangelicalism in British
North America, 1775 1812.
by George A. Rawlyk. McGill-Queen’s Press, 1994.
Pages xx, 244. illustrations, index.
$18.95 paperback. ISBN 0-7735-1277-2.
Rawlyk, a history professor at Queen’s, writes about five
Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist preachers in the Maritimes
and Upper Canada, including William Black and Freeborn
Garrettson. One chapter spells out the work of early Methodist
preachers in Upper Canada from William Losee to Nathan
Bangs. A third section describes what he calls “The
Evangelical Rituals”: believer’s baptism, the [Presbyterian]
long communion, and camp meetings. In regard to the latter,
he discusses the first camp meeting held at Hay Bay in
September 1805. The comparison of these “means of grace”
make this book of special interest.

ADVANCE NOTICE:
THE LORD’S DOMINION:
The History of Canadian Methodism.
by Neil Semple, Ph.D. McGill-Queen’s Press.
About 500 pages, with illustrations, maps, index.

Some ten years in preparation, this will be the definitive
history of Methodism in Canada up to church union in 1925.
Watch for further news of its release either late this year or early
1996. Don’t miss it!



