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Here is our second issue of the Hay Bay Guardian. Your
encouraging comments and subscriptions have alTirmed that there
is a fair interest in our subjects. This journal presents. historical
items about early Methodism and the Bay of Quinte area, with a
special focus on the on-going preservation and restoration efforts
relating to the two-century-old Methodist meeting-house in
Adolphustown township known as the Hay Bay Church.

There’s lots of human interest here: the meteoric rise and
fall of the multi-talented circuit rider, Samuel Coate; the
tragic deaths by drowning of ten teenagers; the unusual
method of rescuing drowning horses when they break through
the ice on a lake; the day the Simcoes waved (we presume) at
our church; and even how to tell an American from a
Canadian. You may find it hard to believe that the hero of
“Casey at the Bat” was born in Adolphustown, but here’s
the story. The feature story on Samuel Coate has taken so
much space, that we must postpone the story of the
archaeological dig in the cemetery until the next issue. We want
to acknowledge the source of many of the illustrations in this
issue. They come from The Picture Gallery of Canadian
History by Charles W. Jefferys.

So far we are managing to produce one issue per year. Thus
is desk-top publishing which involves countless hours of
volunteer labour. No salaries are paid; it is a work of love. But
we need your help. If you know of persons who may be
interested in receiving this journal, kindly send us their names
and addresses. They may be historians (amateur or otherwise),
descendants of Loyalists, ministers, members of historical or
gencalogical societies, libraries, people with Quinte roots or
Methodist roots, or just anybody you can think of. Costs of
postage, printing and production are still not covered by present
subscriptions. WE NEED MORE SUBSCRIBERS. And
send us your comments and suggestions.

This issue is double the size of the first. Consequently we
have had to raise the price to $5.00 (in US or CN funds).

In the NEXT ISSUE in 1995, we will report on the
cemetery exploration and who’s buried there; the journal of yet
another early preacher, that of Seth Crowell in 1803; an
account of a Camp-Meeting song which was on the hit-parade of

ANNUAL
PILGRIMAGE SERVICE

at the

HAY BAY CHURCH

Adolphustown, Ontario
will be held on
Sunday, August 28th, 1994, at 3 p.m.
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Guest Speaker:
The Rev. Brian Gee, Th.M.
Miunister of St. Mark’s United Church, Whitby.

A graduate of Pine Hill Divinity College, Halifax,
Brian Gee was ordained in 1963, and has served
churches in Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Iroquois, Ont.
In 1992, his present congregation raised over $1000
for the Hay Bay Church through the Mite Box
g project--more than all the other churches in the Bay of
% Quinte Conference combined! He is author of the
é popular Unlock Your Bible, now in its second
g} prinling.
s

1808; the dark story of the day some Quinte settlers agreed to
oppose the King, and more. Daniel Dafoe and Henry
Davis will be featured in the “Subscribers of 1792” series.

AND WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT OUR ANNUAL
PILGRIMAGE SERVICE IN AUGUST!



A VICE-REGAL VISIT TO HAY BAY in 1795

(In February, 1795, Col. John Graves Simcoe, the first
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, was in Kingston.
Accom-panied by his charming and talented 33-year-old wife,
Elizabeth Posthuma Gwillim, they set out in a horse
and sleigh across the frozen lake Ontario and bays to visit
Quinte country. Her diary recorded the journey during the
month of March. The map below charts their course. Their
Journey of about 110 miles in an open sleigh, took four days.)

Mon. 9th--We are desirous of seeing the Bay of Quinte; the
ice is as smooth as possible and, I am told, very pleasant o
drive upon, and possibly the change of air may abate the violent
cough I still have. We therefore determined to set out to-day.
We called at Mr. Booth’s farm (Lot 18, Kingston twp.) 11 miles
distant; the next 11 miles brought us to Mr. Macdonell’s,
where we dined and slept.

Tues. 10th--Set off and drove four miles on this delightful
ice to Mr. Fisher’s*, in Hay Bay. He was not at home. We
proceeded 15 miles further to Mr. Cartwright’s mills, on the
Appanee River, and slept at his house, a romantic spot.

Wed. 11th--We are now half way up the Bay of Quinte.
Had we set out a week sooncer we might have gonc 50 milcs
further, but a general thaw is so soon expected that we do not
venture. We are now travelling on a coat of upper ice formed
about a fortnight since, and between that and the original ice is
two feet of water. The rapidity with which a thaw comes on is
incredible; from the ice being excellent, in six hours it is
sometimes impassable.

Mohawk Indians

1 - Mr. Booth’s -
2 - Mr. McDonell’s
3 - Mr. Trumpour’s

5 - Mr. Fisher's

LAKE ONTARIO

4 - Hay Bay Church

6 - R. Cartwright’s Mill

We set out at eleven and drove 14 miles to Trumpour’s
Point, so named from a man of that name who lives there. He
was formerly in the 16th Dragoons, and lives by selling horses;
his wife gave me some good Dutch cakes, as I could not wait to
eat the chickens she was roasting in a kettle without water.
This house commands a fine view. We passed a village of
Mohawk Indians at Mohawk Bay, opposite the Appance River.

From Trumpour’s we went to Mr. McDonell’s and slept
there. This bay is about a mile across, thickly inhabited on the
north side. The farms are reckoned the most productive in the
province. The journey has been of great benefit to my health.

Thur. 12th--Left Mr. McDonell’s, called at Booth’s, and
arrived back at Kingston at three o’clock.

* Judge Alexander Fisher (1756-1830) lived on the south shore
of Hay Bay, lot 15, Concession Ill of Adolphustown. A
roadside sign still points to his fenced burial plot in the middle
of a cultivated field. The Simcoes would have passed by the
Adolphustown Meeting-house on the way to Fisher’s.
Hopefully, it was pointed out to them.

THE SIMCOE’S ROUTE IN 1795,

Map drawn by Ken Lucas.
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DELIGHTS & PERILS
OF SLEIGHING in 1838

Winter in Canada is the season of joy and pleasure: the cares
of business are laid aside, and all classes and ranks indulgein a
general carnival, as some amends for the toil undergone during
the summer months. The sleigh or carriole is got ready all over
the country--riding abroad on business or pleasure commences--
visiting is an active play between friends, neighbours, and
relatives...

Travelling over frozen rivers or lakes is, however, not
unattended with real danger; the sleigh, its horses and
passengers, being not unfrequently instantly engulphed, and
sucked beneath the ice; there being no warning of the danger
until horses sink, dragging the carriole and its inmates after
them. Fortunately, the weak or thin places are in general of no
great extent; and when the horses are found to be sinking, the
passengers instantly leap out on the strong ice, seize the ropes,
which, with a running noose, are placed ready for such an
emergency on every sleigh-horse’s neck, and, by sheer pulling,
the animal is strangled in order to save his life!
This is absolutely a fact. If the horse be allowed to kick and
struggle, it only serves to injure and sink him; as soon,
however, as the noose is drawn tight, his breathing 1s
momentarily checked, strangulation takes place, the animal
becones motionless, rises to the surface, floats on one side, and
is then drawn out on the strong ice. when the noose being
loosened, respiration re-commences, and the horse is on his feet
carrioling away again in a few minutes as briskly as ever.

This singular and almost incredible operation has been
known to be performed two or three times a day on the same
horse; and the Americans say that, like Irishmen, the animals
are so used to being hanged that they think nothing of it.

Often, however, horses, sleigh or carriole, and passengers,
are in a moment sunk, and swept beneath the ice. The traveller
on the frozen rivers, but more especially on the {rozen lakes,
incurs also great danger from the large rifts or openings which
run from one side of the lake to the other, from one to six feet
broad, causing, at some distance from the crack, a shelving up
of the ice to the height of several feet, in proportion to the
breadth of the fissure. The sleigh drivers, when they see no
other mode of passing, or of escape, make the horses endeavour
to leap the chink at full gallop, with the sleigh behind them, at
the imminent risk of being engulphed in the lake.

[from History, Statistics and Geography of Upper and Lower
Canada, by R. Montgomery Martin. ~ The British Colonial
Library, Vol. I, 2nd edition. London, 1838.]
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P.S. Lest one may wonder if this strange method of rescuing
horses was unknown to the Simcoes, Elizabeth tells of a
similar tradition in her time. Writing just a week before the
events described above, she recorded the following in her diary:

“The people of the States are particularly expert in
saving horses from drowning; they travel with ropes which
they fasten round the horses’ necks if they fall into the
water; pulling it stops their breath, and then they float and
can be pulled out; then they take off the rope as quickly as
possible, and the horse travels on as well as before.

“When Governor Simcoe was driven by Swayzie to
Detroit he carried these ‘choke ropes,” and had occasion to
use them. A ‘choke rope,” or check band, is a small strap
of rope or leather by which the bridle is fastened around the
neck of a horse.”

THE SIMCOE FAMILY AT YORK,

1793



The Drownings of 1819

This year brings the 175th anniversary of the most tragic
event in the history of the Hay Bay Church. Death itself is a
common cnough phenomenon in church life, but the
siniultaneous death of ten teen-agers in the prime of life,
zealous young Christians eager to go to the house of the Lord,
children whose parents were themselves survivors of the
holocaust of the American Revolution, gives the event a unique
pathos. Here is how it first appeared in print.

From the U. C. Herald, Augnst 31,

Melancholy Accident.
& OnSunday morning last, about elght
{o’clock, aseighteen young persons werels
[ Jcrossing Hay Bay, frem the fourth tof®
L {the third concession of Adolphustown, ey
i»@ for the purpose of attending Divine Ser- @
:‘ gbout three hundred ynrds of the shoreg@
iitho boat filled, and precipitated them all}g
Hinto the watery element !'! Eight esca.
ped-—the other ten sunk neverto
il snin!  The names of those who perish-
fled are as follows :—Joun Qermarn,fe
Jaxe Germain, Mary Detioh, Janely
i| DerLor, MaTinoa Rosraw, El.lenETn
IEMcKay, Erizapetu CLAR!&,
ElCore, HuLoau Mavpeny and Peter Bo-§

N‘f -
ISl 2.

@ This truly distressing scene was tembc
douhly so by the prosence of seve.
S0ral ngonized parents who wers on thegh .
Mshore, and unable to rescue their chil-&
‘wr-o¥dren from the waves, From a personal
"Bicquaintance with many of the deceaset, 4
B we are cnabled to testify to theit tvorthi
-B8 —Tender parents, affectionate brothers¥
“gland sisters, and all extensive circle offJ
i disiant relatioms and friends are left toly
Bibewail this unexpected and awful visi.§
Bltation.  While it operates as a warning

B8 lifc we arein death, and to be prepared |
forso sudden n change, is the pecalinrf
privilege of the good and virtuous,

It was so rare in its dimensions, and so traumatic and heart-
rending that almost every newspaper of the day--all of them
weceklies--spread the news across Upper and Lower Canada.
Kingston’s Upper Canada Herald broke the story on August
31st, two days after the Sunday event. The Kingston
Chronicle repeated the item verbatim on September 3rd [above],
as did the following: Montreal Gazette (8th), Quebec Mercury -
Supplement (10th), Montreal Herald (11th), and Montreal’s
Canadian Courant (18th). The Upper Canada Gazette of York

(now Toronto) probably printed it, but there are no copies
extant for those weeks to confirm it.

There was another great tragedy that same week reported by
all the colonial newspapers:

It is with the deepest feeling of sorrow that we
announce the death of HIS GRACE THE DUKE

OF RICHMOND, Governor General of His
Majesty’s North American Dominions. This
lamented event took place at Richmond, on

Saturday the 28th ultimo....

The item first appeared in the Kingston Chronicle on Sept. 3rd--
Just two columns over from the report of the Hay Bay tragedy.
The heavy black column dividers denoted official mourning for
His Grace, not for the drowning victims. The official
govemment paper, the Quebec Gazette, was full of the Duke’s

sudden demise and funeral arrangements, and did not mention the
Adolphustown event.

The Date Corrected.

The date has frequently been quoted as August 20th,
probably based on Playter’s account [see below]. This is clearly
incorrect. The 20th was a Friday, not Sunday. The Upper
Canada Herald of Tuesday, August 31st clearly says “On Sunday
morning last,” which would be Sunday, August 29th.
Playter is usually dependable in his statements: he talked with
Quinte residents, served circuits in the area, lived in Picton, and
briefly (1844-46) edited the Christian Guardian. We assume the
error lay with the printer, rather than with the author.

Identity of the Ten.

There is a wealth of genealogical material on most of the
families that makes it possible to identify the victims more
clearly, as follows:

I) PETER LENT BOGART, age 17, was born 14
April 1802, and baptized by Rev. Robert McDowall of
Fredericksburg. He was a son of Abraham Bogart and Mary
Lazier who lived on the north shore of Adolphustown. His
Bogart grandparents had come from Goshen in Orange county,
New York. Peter had two sisters and nine brothers.

2) ELIZABETH CLARK s identity is the least clear at
present. T.W. Casey says she was the daughter of Elias Clark
and Julia Morden, who lived on the north shore.



3) MARY COLE was the daughter of Bamard (Barent)
Cole and Isabella Blakely of N. Adolphustown. Her grandfather
was Daniel Cole who lived to be 105 years old! Mary’s body
was buried in the family cemetery near Gosport. She had two
brothers and four sisters.

4) MARY JERUSHA DETLOR, age 20, was born 10
Nov. 1798. 5) JANE SOPHIA DETLOR, age 12, was
born 24 Jan. 1807. Their father, John Detlor (son of Valentine
Detlor and Catherine Hill) had died on 28 April 1813 as a result
of wounds received while defending York from American
invaders in the War of 1812. Their widowed mother, Jerusha
Simons, had brought the family of ten children back to
Fredericksburg in 1816. There are strong Methodist
connections in the Detlor family. The Detlors were part of that
group of Palatine Germans (including Paul and Barbara Heck
and Philip Embury) who became Methodists in Ireland, and later
had founded the first Methodist church in America in New York
City in 1768.

6) JANE GERMAN and 7) JOHN GERMAN,
probably 18 and 20 years of age. They were two of the eleven
children of Christopher (Stophel) German and Catherine Vanord
of N. Adolphustown, neighbours of the Bogarts. Christopher’s
two brothers, John and Jacob, also each had children named
John and Jane. Five of the larger family carried the German
name as Methodist ministers: George G., John Ferguson
(M.A., D.D.), John Wesley, Orrin (Indian missionary), and
Peter.

8) HULDAH MADDEN was eldest of eight children of
James Madden and Hester Lot of N. Fredericksburg. About
1760, her grandfather emigrated to Philadelphia from Ircland,
later moving to a Methodist community near Cambridge, N.Y.
Although they were not Loyalists, they moved to the Quinte
area in 1795. One of Huldah’s uncles was the Rev. Thomas
Madden, who had served the Bay of Quinte circuit in 1803 and
1816-1818.

9) ELIZABETH (Betsey) McCAY (McCoy, McKay),
a daughter of Samuel McCay and Amarilla Hawley of N.
Fredericksburg, who had been married 27 Dec. 1791 by Rev.
John Langhorn of Bath. Samuel’s sister, Ann McCay, married
one of Losee’s early converts, Matthew Clark of Ermestown.

10) MATILDA ROBLIN, age 18, was the fifth of nine
children of John Roblin and Mary Moore. The fact that they
lived on the south shore of Hay Bay, may indicate that she had
slept over with friends across the Bay on the previous night.
Her grandfather, William Moore, had been the chicf builder of
the Hay Bay church in 1792. Matilda must have grown up with
countless stories about William Losee, for he had boarded with
her widowed grandmother, Elizabeth Miller Roblin (1754-
1815). Her father, John Roblin, was an early convert of Losee
[see Playter, p.24], a class leader and a local preacher. The latter
role was misunderstood by authorities in York, in that when he
was elected a member of the province’s Legislative Assembly in
1808, he was later unseated for being a Methodist clergyman!
John Roblin had died 28 Feb. 1813 at the age of 38, and was
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buried across from the church. Six years later, Matilda was laid
by hus side.

. The Other Passengers.

The account says there were 18 in that foolishly
overcrowded boat. Who were the other eight? They were not
all youths. The boat belonged to 50-year-old Bernard
(Barent) Cole. He and his wife Isabella Blakely were
also in the boat. T.W. Casey wrote of her as follows:

Mrs. Cole was found floating on her back in the water, past

consciousness, but was resuscitated soon after. She lived

many years after and used to frequently say that she found
drowning easy and painless, but the agonies of resuscitation
were suci that she wished they had left her as she was.

Peter German, a 24-year-old brother of John and Jane,
was able to swim to shore. Casey describes his part:

When within about 40 rods from shore, Peter German, one
of the young men, said to the others that he was a good
swimmer and would jump out and swim to shore and thus
lighten the load. In doing so he thoughtlessly stepped on
the edge of the boat, tipping it so that water poured in over
the top. That alarmed the already frightened young women
who suddenly leaned to the other side, unsettling it so much
that the boat at once filled with water, partly upsetting at
the same time. Of course all was confusion and dismay.
The young women, who could not swim, struggled and
clung to each other, and in this way they were all drowned.

Two other known survivors were Conrad B. Cole, age
14, and Joseph Johnson, age 25. The latter proved to be the
hero of the day, according to the account of his son, George S.
Johnson, written on the occasion of the death of Conrad Cole in
1882:
My father was a heavy man and an expert swimmer, so he
proposed to lighten the boat. He took off his coat and
boots, and sprang overboard and started for shore. Before
he had proceeded far he heard a fearful shriek, and looking
back he saw heads and hands pointing out of the water. He
caught Miss Cole and took her to the boat which had turned



SBAD EVENT AT HAY BAY.

About five weeks after the Conference, and when the preach-
ers from Canada had returned, and had entered on their work,
a sad event occurred on the Bay Quinte circuit. Although
forty years ago, the relation is even now sometimes accom-
panied with sighs and tears. The preachers, Isaac Puffer and
James Wilson, who were re-appointed to the circuit, resolved
on a gpeeial quarterly meeting at the Adolphustown chapel,
on Sunday, August 20th. The mecting was looked forward
to with much interest. The work of God was still prospering
on the circuit. The morning was fine, and" the sky with
scarcely a clodd. . While the pious.members weie cowing to
the chapel from Ernestown, Fredericksburgh, and the southern
parts of - Adolphustown, the -members and their families in
the northern: part and -along the Napanee river, were also
on their way. Adolphustowsn and more than half of
Fredericksburgh are cut in two parys by a narrow bay,
called Hay Bay, rubning in from ihe Bay of Quinte waters.
The land around the shore was garly settled, and the bay is
now surrounded with good farm houses and fertile farms. On
the south shore is the chapel; and to get there all from the
porth must cross the bay. - Some had already crossed this
morping; and others were about venturing out in boats and
capoes. Among the resta company of cighteen young per-
sons, most of them pious, and the fruit of the late revival, and
belonging to the fumilies living on the shore. They were all
dressed in good and modest apparel; as befitted the day, and
the house and ‘worship of God. Buoyant with the cheerful-
ness of youth and the emotions of piety, they sang as they
stepped into the boat, and as they made progress to the ocher
shore. The boat being rather leaky, and so many pressing it too
near the water’s edge; the water came in, and increased fast,
and they had no vessel tobale with. Unhapypily, the young
men did not think of baling with their clean hats. or did not
like to do so, until it was too late.  The boat filled and sunk,
when near the other shore, and these éighteen young men and
women, crying and shricking, went down into the deep water,
At the time of crossing, there was a prayer meeting begun in
the chapel by those who eame first.  Une was now engaged in

prayer, and had just uttered the petition that it might be a
day long to be remembered,” when a shriek was heard, another,
and another. The prayer was stopped, and some ran up to
the pulpit to leok out, and saw the youths struggling in the
water.  All ran to the shore, and some plunged in to render
assistanco. . I3ight were taken to the shore: . Ten bodies were
yeb in the water. A seine was preparéd, and so the bodies of
these inhappy youth; a fow hours eo blithe and.chéerful, were
brought dripping to-the land. .One was not recoveréd till the
next morning. Two young men werd drowned; and eight
young women. Two were of the German family, two Detlors,
one Bogart, one Roblin, one McCoy, one Clark; one Madden,
and.one Cole. The grict of the families, so suddenly bereaved,
gatherad together on the shore, gazing at ‘the loved bodies,
may be better imagined than described. - The grief, too, was
partook of by the large congrezation assembled, and the minis-
ter.  No public worship was attended to, but preparations
for the solemn funcral.

Monday was a day of mourniog. News of the disaster
soon spread fur, and a great congregation was assembled.
Nine coffins were laid in order outside the chapel. One of the
corpses was buried in another grave-yard. Mr. Puffer took
for the text, Job xix, 25-27, “I know that my Redecmner
Uveth)” dc. He stood at the door, and tried to preach to
thosz-within and without, but was s6 affected by the catas-
trophe, the weeping congregation, and tlie coffined dead before
lim, that he confessed he could not do justice to'the subject,
or the occasion.- But he offered consoldtion-from the Gospel
to the stricken families mourning, Next, the coffins of the
youthful dead were opened, that friends and neiglibours, and
young acquaintances, might take « last look and farewell. Six
of the graves were in rotation, and -the coffing were -pleced in
the same manner. The others were uear departed friends in other
parts of the ground. After the reading of the burial service,
the graves, one after another received the dead, and then
were closed up again, until the day when ‘' the trunipet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised tncorriptible.”

[from George F. Playter’s The History of Methodism
in Canada. 1862. pages 174-175.]

bottom up, and placed her upon it. He then swam to the
other side, caught another young lady and was taking her to
fock hands across the boat with Miss Cole, when two or
three persons caught him with a death grip and drew him to
the bottom, the water being some 20 feet deep. By a great
effort he released himself from their grasp and came to the
surface. Miss Cole had then disappeared, and was probably
dragged down by the drowning ones. A few were trying to
reach shore.

As my father came to the surface, young Cole cried
out, “Joseph, help me or I will drown!” Though somewhat
exhausted, my father swam to him and helped him ashore.
Looking back he saw old Mr. Cole trying to save his wife.
He caught a fence-rail, went out again and brought them to
the shore, thus saving three out of the four Coles in the
boat.

Joseph Johnson, it is said, was engaged to Mary Cole. At
present, we have no knowledge of who the remaining four
passengers were, of the eighteen in that fateful boat.

Ripples.

The enduring impact of the event affected many lives. Here
are but a few that have been recorded. Mrs. German was among
the parents who in terrible agony witnessed the scene from the
shore. She was known as a beautiful singer, but never was
heard to sing again, though she lived nearly 40 years after. ---
Conrad Cole, when in his late 70s, was introduced to George S.
Johnson, and exclaimed, “This is a son of the man that saved
my life!” --- In 1893, the obituary of Maria Conger, whose
father, Rev. James Wilson, had assisted Isaac Puffer at the
funeral, identified her as “one of the few living witnesses of the
terrible scene that took place on Hay Bay on August 20th [sic],
1819.” ---  As late as 1904, the event was recorded in yet
another obituary:

Mrs. Eliza Lott [nee Belnap] . . . was the last living

witness of the great Adolphustown catastrophe of 1819, . .

It was 1n the year 1819, when the deceased was about

twelve years of age, and stopping at Mr. Wm. Casey’s of

Casey’s Point (Hay Bay), that she became a witness of that



dreadful drowning accident that caused so many homes to
mourn the untimely loss of loved ones, and among the
victims of which she might have been numbered but for the
kindly restraining hand of her friend, Mr. Casey.

(Belleville Daily Intelligencer, February 26,1904.)

These ten youths did not have the privilege of blossoming
into the fullness of life or parenthood, yet they were not
forgotten. Soon after the tragedy, it was cast in a memorable
poem of 16 stanzas, printed, and widely distributed. Tor
generations it was memorized and recited by area schoolchildren.
It will be published in a future edition of the Hay Bay
Guardian. In 1961, a large grey granite monument was crected
in the cemetery in their memory. A booklet is also being
prepared to tell the whole moving story of this event.

O! Death, how sudden was thy stroke!
The nearest Union Thou hast broke;

Nor gave me time to take my leave

Of my dear Parents left to grieve;

The watery wave which stop’d my breath,
For want of help, soon cause’d my death.

Monument erected in 1961 to the ten drowning victims.
The date should read August 29, 1819.

JORN WESLEY'S MOTTO

Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.

YOUR GRACIOUS RESPONSES

Mary Parliament (nee Mellow) grew up on the s outh shore of
Hay Bay in South Fredericksburgh township. She has kept up
her interest in the Church in recent years by serving there as a
custodian-guide. Now living in Oakwood, Ontario, she sent
this reminiscence of earlier years.

Thank you for the first copy of the Hay Bay Guardian. This is
a tremendous idea to publicize the old church and arouse interest
... I grew up at the east end of Hay Bay, near Sillsville, and it
has always been “home” to me.

When I was eight or nine, I saw the Old Hay Bay Church for
the first time. My father had bought his first car in 1920, and
he took the family to the church for the annual service. It was
a hot day, there was a crowd and we saw many acquaintances.
An aunt took my sister and me across the road to the cemetery
after the service. She told us of the young people who had
drowned and showed us the graves.

I remember much long grass, some old apple trees, and some
kind of wooden markers. All around us were many white
stones, but there was a sort of wooden fence or posts near the
drowned peoples’ graves. Bill Fletcher’s picture of their burial
plot is exactly as I remember it.

Many years later when I saw it again, I was shocked to sce a
small tidy cemetery with a few stones. Is that what age docs to
memories?

I always understood that my father and probably some of his
brothers and sisters were in that old picture of the 1892
ZU)IIiVCl’SZU’y.

Yours sincerely, Mary Parliament.

I loved the Guardian and hope you can keep it up. I especially
like the Elijah Woolsey Memoirs, as I believe that his route to
Adolphustown was the one my ancestors took. His description
makes it so much more alive for me.
Elizabeth Hancock,
Agincourt,Ont.

What an interesting and well-constructed first issue! I’ve been
quoting from it all week. Ilook forward to the 1994 issue.

Sue Alexander, Killingworth, Conn.
(United Methodist Archives & History
Commission, Northeastern Jurisdiction)

... IT IS SUPERB!
Phyllis & Glenn Lucas (former
Archivist of the United Church).



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CANADIANS

AND AMERICANS
AS PERCEIVED BY A VISITING ENGLISH METHODIST IN 1848.

The Rev. James Dixon, D.D., a former President of the Wesleyan Conference in England, made a fraternal visit
to the U.S.A. and Canada in 1848. Throughout the journey, he was accompanied by the Rev. William Ryerson
(brother of Egerton). He addressed the Methodist Conference in Pitisburgh, then crossed into Canada at Niagara.
His special goal was the Canada Conference meeting in Belleville, June 7 - 15, where he was to assume the
Presidency. On his return to England, he there published an account of his journey and observations as,
Methodism in America. The following excerpt is from an American edition, titled, Personal Narrative of a Tour
Through a Part of the United States and Canada; With Notices of the History and Institutions of Methodism in

America, published in New York in 1849.

Every book I had read, and every person with whom I
had conversed, after visiting America and Canada, united
in their testimony as to the great difference instantly felt on
passing the boundary-line; and this change scemed always
to be represented in favour of Canada; while any attermpt
at pointing out the nature of this contrast, its causes and
its characteristics, has never, so far as I know, becen at-
tempted. The fact is indisputable. It is not a matter of
reasoning, of inference, of opinion; it is instantly felt, as
much as in going out of a warm room into a cold atmos-
phere. 'What is it which produces the change? The pre-
ference is, of course, o matter of taste. The American
temperament is by some generally preferred, and by others
the Canadian.

Let us look at the case. On the American side, the
people are all life, elasticity, buoyancy, activity; on the
Canadian side we have a people who appear subdued, tame,
spiritless, as if living much more under the influcnce of
fear than hope. Again: on the American territory we
behold men moving as if they had the idea that their call-
ing was to act, to choose, to govern—at any rate to govern
themselves; on the Canada soil we see a race, perhaps
more polite than the other, but who seem to live under the
impression that their vocation is to receive orders, and
obey.. Then, on the American side, you are placed in the
midst of incessant bustle, agitation; the hotels arc filled,
coaches are' in constant movement, railroad trains passing
and repassing with their passengers, while men of business
are seen pushing their concerns with impassioned ardour,
On the Canada shore we have comparatively still life;
delicate, gentecl, formal. Morcover, on the American ter-
ritory, all along the shores of the lakes, the country is being
cleared, houses and villages built, works put up, incipient
ports opened, and trade begun. On the Canada shore,
unbroken forest appears for miles, while the small openings
which have been made present themselves to view in a
very infantine and fecble state of progress.

All this was exhibited at once at our hotel itself. We
had been put down in the town of Niagara on the Ameri-
can side, in the midst of an active population, and hastened
at once to one of scveral large hotels. Besides being splen-

didly fitted up, it was full of people. In my ignorance I
had imagined that we were to take up our residence at this
place, and hastened to engage a room: in this attempt I
found it difficult to obtain accommodation at all, and failed
altogether in sceuring a chamber which commanded a view
of the Falls. 'We crossed over to the Canadian village, and
found an cqually commodious inn; but the contrast was
most striking. The saloon to which we were directed was
equal to one of the American dining-rooms, capable of ac-
commodating from one¢ hundred and fifty to two hundred
persons,  ‘What was the company ? When dinner was an-
nounced, about ten persons sab at one end of a prodigious
table, receiving the good things of Providence in perfect
silence, except as broken by some common-place phrases
of politeness.

There sat at our table, on this and on all other occa-
sions, an old lady, the perfect personification of the state
of things around us. This lady had a dowager-like appear-
ance and air, the quintessence of politeness, with studied
movements and manners, as.if she had been in the observ-
ance of punctilios for fifty years. Her dress, head-gear,
and ornaments, had been adjusted as if for & ball-room.
Our friend might have been taken from Niagara to any
saloon in St. James's, and would have surprised no one by
the transfer. Now these are the things which, no doubt,
please many of our voyageurs from this country, and cause




them to consider Canadian socicty as transcendently above
that of the United States. The sight of that old lady would
settle the question at once on the score of gentility ; and
especially when it is added, that at the Canada hotel tho
gentlemen and ladies take wine at dinner, and at the other
side of the border this is not the fashion.

There is another striking difference between the Ameri-
cans and the Canadians. In the first-mentioned country,
ideas, sentiments, opinions—in fine, knowledge seems to be
considered a common stock. The people sit with their legs
across a chair-back, or place them in some other elevated po-
sition, and talk at their ease. On the other hand the Cana-
dian people scem to say, “ Do you not Inow that Tam a gen-
tleman? Keep your distance, sir.”
rican officer never forgets that he is a citizen, and the citi-
zen does not forget that he is a man ; their intercourse is
perfectly easy, free, unembarrassed | the one class never
assumes an air of superiority ; the olher never lowers his
status, or yields up his consciousness of equality, or his
gelf-respect. On the other hand, the Canadian officer never
removes from his standing of assumed dignity, or conde-
scends to become the citizen ; he rarely almalgamates with
the people; and they, on their part, as seldom think of
stepping beyond their line, and claiming equality. These
artificial distinctions have a powerful and obvious eflect.
The manners of the Canadian population, being thus regu-
lated, appear much more in accordance with European
notions than their necighbours’. This circumstance, no
doubt, causes the one class to be decried as vulgar, and the
other to be praised as polite. 'The opinion, as we have said,
is a matter of taste. They who desire to sec nature in ity
genuine tendencies, will prefer the one; they who admire
it most under the restraints of distinetions and fashion, the
other. But it would be unjust in me to say, that the
more unrestrained population are not polite ; for, in truth,
I met with nothing but the most perfect politencss from
them all.

My companion, Mr. Ryerson, had desired that his horse
and gig might meet us at Niagara. And being thus
favoured, on the second morning we sct out, and, by the
help of this vehicle, visited several interesting places in the
neighbourhood. Among the rest Drummondyville, so named
after General Drummond, called some years ago Lundy’s-
Lane.

Then, again, the Ame-
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ENLIGHTENED - BY CANDLES

Twelve tin candle sconces were installed in the Church in
1991. There was considerable research behind the decision.
Here 1s some of it.

Canniff Haight, for example, in his book Country Life in
Ceanada (1885), describes the appearance of the Methodist
church in York (Toronto) which was built in 1818, as:
a long, low building, 40 by 60. . . The usual mode of light-
ing it for night services was by tallow candles placed in
sconces along (he walls, and in candlesticks in the pulpit.
_Those who remember will recall the dim, lurid light
cast on the audience by the flickering candles.

%5
York. Bult 1818.

That particular pulpit candle made news when a British

Methodist attended the York chapel and was “outraged and

disgusted” by the vulgar habits of the preacher, who:
after vociferating nonsense for an hour, sat down in the pul-
pit and crammed his hands into his waistcoat pockets, and
brought out of one a plug of tobacco, and a short pipe, and
out of the other a Jack knife, and deliberately cut his plug,
and filled his pipe, then lit it at the pulpit candle and came
down puffing away to salute his brethren!

This protest was in a letter to the Patriot newspaper of 6 Sept

1833.

Thomas Campion in his History of the Methodist Churches
in Toronto (1899), also recalled the candles in the old York
chapel:
The illumination of the church for the evening service was
provided by aliberal supply of tallow candles. Eight old-
fashioned sconces - one at each side of the pulpit, and three
more down each side of the building - contained them, and
a short intermission was always a necessity at each service,
while the flickering lights were snufled.
Candles were usually made of a mixture of beef and lamb
tallow, and had a rough cotton wick which sputtered
generously through the service. They were not intended to
give enough light for reading, but for general lighting.



Hymns were sung from memory or lined out.

But what would such a candle sconce look like? The answer
came unexpectedly from an exploration of another old Mcthod-
ist church. The Beaverdams church, near
Thorold in the Niagara peninsula, was built
in 1832 and still stands. It ceased to be used
in the late 1800s.  The high pulpit was re-
moved and a ceiling built to join the side
gallerics. The sealed-off area above remain-

ed as a dusty time-capsule, inhabited only by
some very untidy racoons. It was in that part
that an old rusted candle sconce was discover-
ed. After consulting books on lighting in
Upper Canada, it was decided that the Beaver-
dams sconce was a valid model for the repro-

ductions.  Tinsmiths at the Park House
Museum in Amherstburg, Ontario, made a
dozen copies at a price of $15 apiece. Their
debut came at the annual service in 1991,
with the congregation, appropriately, singing that lovely old
Sunday School song, “Jesus bids us shine . . . Like a litle
candle burning in the night.” So, when shall we hold a
Candlelight Service?

BOOKS BOOKS - BOOKS

IN RECENT YEARS, a number of books have appeared,
focusing on 19th century architecture and/or churches, in which
our dear old Hay Bay Church frequently appears. In case you’ve
missced them, here is a list;

HALLOWED WALLS, Church Architecture of Upper
Canada, by Marion MacRae & Anthony Adamson. Clarke,
Irwin & Co., 1975. 304 pages. ISBN 0-7720-1029-4. A
classic by two real authorities.

PIONEER CHURCHES. Photos by John DeVisser, text by
Harold Kalman. McLelland & Stewart, 1976. 192 pages; folio
size. ISBN 0-7710-2700-1. A sumptuous feast for eyes and
mind; wide-ranging over U.S. & Canada, and even some
European examples. Hay Bay Church does not appear in it, but
two “sister Methodists” do: The White Chapel (Conger’s) at
Picton, Ont., and Barratt’s Chapel (1780) in Delaware, U.S A.

SMALL CHURCHES OF CANADA, by Kim Ondaatje.
Lester & Orpen Dennys, 1982. 195 pages (15 in colour). ISBN
0-88619-016-9. Unfortunately has no Contents or Index. Even
has a close-up of one of the iron shutter hold-backs on our
church.

STEEPLE CHASE, Ontario’s Historic Churches. by James
& Susan Preyde. Boston Mills Press, 1990. 72 pages. ISBN
1-55046-030-7. Covers 49 churches from Pelee Island to Moose
Factory. One of the most unflattering photos of our church:
only 3 shutters open; grass totally brown as in drought, building
grey. Striking photo of St. Andrew's near Beaverton surrounded
by blazing autumn colours. Anglican church on Manitoulin 1.
has pulpit from bow of wrecked boat.

FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH: Historic Religious Buildings
of Ontario. by Violet M. Holroyd. Natural Heritage/Natural
History, Inc., 1991. 175 pages. Includes “Uncle Tom’s Chapel.”

SPLENDID HERITAGE, Historical Buildings of Ontario.
by Nick & Helma Mika. Belleville: Mika Publishing Co.,
1992. 144 pages. From Sir John Johnson’s house (1784), to
Toronto’s Sigmund Samuel building (1951); 20 churches, 9
town halls, 9 court houses, colleges & Parliament Buildings.
Nice shot of our church with hollyhocks.

Which historic churches in the province are the most photo-
graphed? Among these books, the Sharon Temple at Sharon,
1832, built by the Children of Peace (a Quaker offshoot), and
West Dumphries Methodist Chapel ncar Paris, 1845,
each appear in all six books. The latter is famous for its rare
cobblestone exterior. Hay Bay appears in five. Others include:
Christ Church at Upper Canada Village, 1837; the White
Chapel, Picton, 1809; Her Majesty’s Chapel of the Mohawks
(Ontario’s oldest remaining church), Brantford, 1785; Ste Marie-
Among-the-Hurons, Midland (built 1639, burned 1649,
reconstructed 1963); St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, Niagara-on-the-
Lake, 1831; the Blue Church, Maitland, 1845 (where Barbara
Heck is buried); St. Thomas Anglican, Shanty Bay (rammed
earth construction), 1841; Madill Methodist Church, Orillia,
1845; St. Andrew’s United, Williamstown, 1812-18:St. James-
on-the-Lines, Penetanguishenc, 1836.

Since we have an article about the Simcoes in this issue, we
would also commend this book:

Mary Beacock Fryer's ELIZABETH POSTHUMA
SIMCOE, 1762-1850, A Biography. Dundurn Press, 1989.
ISBN 1-55002-064-1. 276 pages including 17 pages (4 in
colour) of illustrations--mostly of Mrs. Simcoe’s drawings &
watercolours of Canada.

Jhe Dfve Chorch &
Barbara Heck | Monument
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SAMUEL COATE: A Fallen Meteor.

[meteor: a shooting star; small mass of matter from
celestial space rendered luminous by collision
with earth’s atmosphere.

meteoric: dazzling, rapid, transiently brilliant. OED.]

By many standards, Samuel Coate excelled and stood head
and shoulders above the average Methodist preacher. He was a
star: handsome, gifted, eloquent, well-mannered, devout and
cnergetic. He married a Canadian lady, daughter of proud loyalist
and Methodist lineages. From his first appearance in the Quinte
area in the summer of 1796, his fame spread quickly. John
Carroll wrote of him:

He was evidently a very extraordinary person for such a day
and country. He swept like a meteor over the land, and
spell-bound the astonished gaze of the wondcering new
settlers. Nor was it astonishment alone he excited. He was
the heaven-anointed and successful instrument of the
conversion of hundreds. His success, in the early part of his
career, was like that of Whitefield.

To be compared to the Rev. George Whitefield (d. 1770),
Wesley’s colleague and the man who was so instrumental in

forwarding the great revival in America during the 18th century,
known as The Great Awakening, was praise indeed. George
Playter, in 1862, added this assessment of Coate:
As a preacher, and for natural eloquence, he excelled all who
went before him; and, on the testimony of some good
judges, no one has equalled him who has come after him ...
flowing oratory ... bred as a gentleman ... educated ... affable
and polite.

Samuel Coate was born before the American War of
Independence in Burlington, New Jersey. His parents were
members of the Society of Friends (Quakers), but became
Methodist converts. His natal day is unknown, though it was
certainly before 1767, the birthdate of his younger brother,
Michael. We will assign him a birth year of ¢. 1765. Samuel
offered himself for the itinerant ministry in his late twenties.
His brother Michael soon followed him.

Received on trial by the New York Conference in 1794, he
served two years in that state before volunteering for service in
Canada. Ten of his sixteen years in the itinerancy were spent in
Upper and Lower Canada (Ontario & Quebec), as this list of his

appointments shows:

1794 Flanders, N.Y. (Received on trial)
1795 Albany, N.Y.

1796 Bay Quinte (Ordained Deacon)
1797 Bay Quinte

1798 Oswegatchie (Ordained Elder)
1799 Bay Quinte

1800 Burlington, N.J.

1801 Burlington, N.J.

1802 Philadelphia, Pa.

1803 Baltimore, Md.

1804-05 Presiding Elder*, Upper Canada District.

1806-09 Presiding Elder, Lower Canada District.

1810 Located **
* A Presiding Elder was a district superintendent.
**k “Located” meant retirement from the travelling ministry. He
might continue preaching locally, but was no longer a member
of Conference or subject to their appointment.

When he first came to Canada, there were merely 270
members of the Methodist society, scattered among the three
large circuits: 1) along the St. Lawrence (Oswegatchie), 2) west
of Kingston along the Bay Quinte, and 3) in the Niagara region.
Supervising the three preachers was their Presiding Elder, Darius
Dunham. The preachers would endeavour to congregate for the
quarterly meetings held on each circuit, if possible, and, after
six months, they would exchange circuits. Hezekiah Calvin
Wooster was Coate’s neighbour on the Oswegatchie circuit;
James Coleman was at Niagara.
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Coate and Wooster were the instruments of a great revival
that greatly increased the numbers in the Society. At the end of
his first year, Coate reported an increase of 176 members on the
Bay of Quinte circuit. There was also much opposition,
including a threat to kill Dunham. They preached about the new
birth and sanctification, and the response was seen in agonies of
conviction of sin, soul-stirring conversions, and the joy of
forgiveness. Coate sent a report of the revival to Bishop Asbury
(see below), which was published in the newly begun
Methodist Magazine (Philadelphia).

The Barbara Heck Connection

During the 1790s, Samuel met and married Ann
Dulmage. She was the daughter of Lt. John Dulmage of
Edwardsburg township (near Prescott) and lus wife Sophia Heck,
sister of Paul Heck. Thus Ann was the niece of the celebrated
Paul and Barbara Heck who had started the first Methodist society
in North America, in their house in New York City in 1766.
Although Paul Heck had died before Samuel came to Canada, he
would be well acquainted with Barbara, who lived until 1804.
In a letter of December 11th, 1810, he writes of visiting his
mother-in-law, Sophia Heck Dulmage, just before “she finished
her course in peace, after a long life of exemplary piety.” He
described her as “‘a sister of the first Methodist [Paul Heck] who
ever received meetings into his house in the city of New York,
... or in America, and that was one of the first and most faithful
of our society in Upper Canada” The chart below shows the
links between their families.

When Samuel and Ann were seen together, they were called
“the handsome pair.” He had long hair at that time, which
flowed down on his shoulders, turning up in graceful curls, and
Ann was a fair beauty. Playter described her part in their
ministry: “Having no family, she used to hold meetings in her
house with females, and would often mount a horse and
accompany her husband to hus appointments.” The [irst part of
that statement is in error: they did have at least two children.
Bishop Asbury noted in his journal on August 7, 1802, that he

arrived in Baltimore where “the wife of our brother Samuel Coate
had a daughter born to her, whom I baptized, naming her
Sophia.” A second child, Samuel Cochrane Coate was born on
January 29, 1808, and baptised on March 13th by Rev. Joseph
Sawyer, Presiding Elder for Upper Canada, but the child died
within the year.

Public Debate with a Calvinist.

One of the much touted events of his career manifested his
gifts as a theologian and skilful polemicist. The Rev. Robert
McDowell was a Presbyterian minister in Ernestown, and a rigid
Calvinist. One Sunday he preached at the Adolphustown Court
House on predestination and unconditional election, and offered
to publicly debate the point with anyone who disagreed with
him. Coate heard of it and responded to the challenge. They met
in the Presbyterian Church near Bath, but the crowd was so large
that they had to hold it outside. They began in the moming of
Friday, October 26, 1804, with McDowell holding forth on his
point for hall of the day. Then Coate took his tumn standing on
the wagon, to disprove the Calvinist doctrine, for Methodists
held the Arminian view that God offers his salvation to a// men,
and that “whosoever will, may come.” After two hours of
Coate’s response, the Presbyterians, headed by McDowell, left
the ground, refusing to hear the rest of the Methodist view. Each
side was certain of their victory. Coate later wrote of it, that
“there were perhaps a thousand people there, but he [McDowell]
was as poor a fool as I ever saw pretend to be a champion.”
Coate is reported to have published his address in a pamphlet,
but no copy of it has yct been uncovered.

Publications.

The letter published in the Methodist Magazine was likely
his first published writing, but far from his last. He wrote
frequently to his Methodist colleagues and to the newspapers, and
was the author of several pamphlets. After he “located” in 1810,
he returned to England, and there published two books. The first
was,

Ji olmlHeck

Barbara RUCKLE m. Paul lHECK
(1734-1804) l (1730-1795)

Elizabeth (1761-1788) m. Owen Bowen

John (1767-1804) m. Amelia McClammy
Jacob  (1769-1847) m. Frances Shorts
Samuel (1771-1841) m. Lois Wright
Nancy (1772-¢.1779)

SophiaLHECK m. Lt. John DULMAGE

(1777-1810) l (1738-¢.1813)

Philip ~ (1771-1847) m. Sarah Galloway

Elias (1773-1845) m. Hannah Detlor

Ann (1777-1862) m. 1) Samuel Coate
2) Archibald McLean

Samuel  (1783-1851) m. Agnes Lawrence

Margaret (bapt. 1792- ?) m. John Lawrence, Jr.
Jacob (1792-1842) m. Sarah Huff (?)
Elizabeth m. Dr. Truman Raymond




COATE’S MISCELLANY.
A Collection of Treatises and Discourses
on Various Subjects in Divinity.
By Samuel Coate, Late Minister of the Gospel in Amcrica.
London: Printed by W. Heney, Aldersgate Street,
for W. Baynes, 54 Paternoster Row. 1812.

In its 316 pages, the following six items appeared: “Guide to
True Happiness,” “A Witness in favour of Revealed Religion,
guarding Men against the dangerous Snare of Infidelity,” “On the
Beauties and Excellencies of True Religion,” “An Enquiry into
some of the Fundamental Principles of the Church of Rome,”
“An Address to the Jews,” and “On the Godhead of Jesus Christ.”
These articles had been written over a period of years, and some
had previously appeared in print. His “Guide to True Happiness™
--his longest piece at 144 pages--had been separately published
about ten years previously, and had “met with a {ree circulation.”

In the introduction, he tells of one of his preachers who
converted to Catholicism. John Richards, a young man “of
learning and very popular talents,” had been sent as a missionary
to Montreal by Bishop Asbury. However, a fortnight after his
arrival, he “renounced Protestant principles in a formal manner,
and professed fully to embrace the faith of the Church of Rome.”
Coate, as his Presiding Elder, had sought to counsel him, feeling
he had acted in haste and needed more time for consideration.
The “Enquiry into ... the Church of Rome,” was written in
response to this, and, he reported, at the “unanimous reques t” of
the New York Conference, it was published. According to
Coate, it sold 2000 copies immediately. There is no Conference
record of Richard’s appointment to Montreal. He was probably
sent after Conference had met, as an interim supply, likely in
response to a request for help from Coate.

Penmanship.
His second book, published the same year, was entitled,

POIKILOGRAPHIA,
or, Various Specimens of Ornamental Penmanship.

Samuel Coate was remarkable not only for the volume of his

compositions, but for the beauty of his handwriting and

lettering. Playter writes:
He was an exquisite penman. He would sometimes write
the Lord’s prayer in the space of an English sixpence, or on
his thumb nail. He would write so extremely fine, that the
letters could not be discerned by the naked eye; but with a
microscope, the writing appeared clearly defined and of
excellent form.

We must remember that this was done with quill pens.
Machine-made steel pens first appeared in 1828 in England, more
than a decade after his death. Being a perfectionist, Coate would
seek the best available quill feathers. These were usually from
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geese, the strongest being obtained from living birds in their new
growth period in Spring. Only the five outer wing feathers were
considered suitable for writing, the second and third being
especially preferred. The quills from the left wing were favoured
because the feathers curve outward and away from a right-handed
writer. Feathers were also used from swans (scarce and
expensive), eagles, owls, hawks, or turkeys, but for making fine
lines, quills from crows were considered the hardest and best.
The nib would then be carefully cut with a sharp pen-knife.
Samuel’s love affair with the quill is reflected on the title page of
Poikilographia where he exults, “Vive la Plume.”

The Montreal Chapel.

The small Methodist Society in Montreal determined to
build a stone chapel for worship, with a parsonage for the
preacher, and so began to lay plans and solicit funds. Coate
made it his great cause, although it also became his downfall.
He travelled through Upper Canada and the U.S. soliciting help,

“"FIRST MONTREAL CHURCH

and afterwards went to England for the same purpose.
Conference had set him free for this fund-raising venture. In a
letter to Ezekiel Cooper, dated July 23, 1807, he explained that
they had bought a lot and laid the foundation for a meetinghouse,
but that “enemies” had done their worst to hinder the work. He
found that “those who have the will have not the money, and
others will not lend it.” At the date of that letter he was about
to set sail for England; he would return at the end of winter, via
New York.

It is not clear how successful his venture was, but a letter in
the Montreal Gazette (28 November 1808) mocked him for his
efforts, also knocking his American citizenship.

Does he already forget that when loaded with his pious

depradations in England, when frought with the offerings of

his transmarine brothers to build his now fallen tabernacle,
he could not find a single officer of the government to give
him a passport for Canada? But he alleged that he was an
established Methodist preacher, that he had landed property



in Upper Canada, etc. ... What then? He smuggled himsell
into an American vessel in Liverpool, arrived in the United
States, and after having passed anew through this scruple of
loyalty ... he comes to our provincial Ninevah and dares to
boast of his civil rights!!!

The chapel was not completed until 1809, by which time
Coate was exhausted, his health failed, and he felt unable to
continue the labours of an itinerant. In 1810 he took secular
employment with Montreal merchant Daniel Fisher, a grandson
of Philip Embury. He preached quite often, but was not able to
succeed financially, became a debtor and lost all his property.

POIKILOGRAPHIA.

Desperate for funds to support his family, he turned to his
penmanship skills. He had received much encouragement for his
exquisite work from many sources, including Sir George
Prevost, Commander of British Forces in North America, and the
Anglican Bishop of Quebec, Jacob Mountain. Armed with their
endorsements and promise of patronage, he took his artwork to
London to have it published. He probably had high expectations
that this, his masterpiece, would redeem his situation. It was to
be a textbook of ornamental penmanship for which he chose the
title, POIKILOGRAPHIA. It was “humbly dedicated” to the
Prince Regent (later George IV) with his permission, and dropped
names of patrons and encouragers including the Dukes of
Gloucester and Norfolk, the Marquis of Blandford, artists Sir
William Beechey, R.A., Benjamin West, R.A., and others. It
portrayed great Biblical scenes and texts, instructions in
penmanship, and displayed 22 different alphabets, including ones
in Greek and Hebrew, in such styles as would make Letra-set
envious. The engraved pictures are not his work, but were added
from other sources. Many of the birds and trees scem to be
executed in such a way as to consist of one continuous line. But
the cost of engraving some 25 copper plates proved exorbitant,
said to be £1600. When published, he travelled all over England
selling copies at £2 apiece. The book must have appeared quite
late in 1812 for it included a memorial to General Isaac Brock
who was killed on October 13th of that year.

The book, of course, is the engraver’s interpretation of
Coate’s artwork. Could the engraver duplicate the miniscule
writing of the Lord’s Prayer? He attempted to do so in the
3/16th” square scroll on the title page. Can you find it?

Is it possible that Coate’s original hand-wrought
manuscripts are still in existence today? What a priceless find
that sould be! He left a clue on the front cover: “Engraved by E.
Stalker from the originals in the Possession of the Marquis of
Blandford.” A recent enquiry to the Marquis’ descendants at
Blenheim Palace found no record of their existence. We can only
duplicate a few of its exquisite pages and illustrations in the
Hay Bay Guardian, hoping that these samples will give some
idea of Coate’s talent. Some of the illustrations have been
reduced in size. Unfortunately many of the fine lines cannot be
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clearly photocopied. There are at least three copies of
POIKILOGRAPHIA in Canadian museums. The one examined
at the Royal Ontario Museum (Sigmund Samuel building) in
Toronto, has a note indicating that they paid $500 for the copy.
I only Samuel could have benefited from that!

In England, Coate fell into evil company and “acquired
vicious habits.” Playter gives this sad picture of his end.
He never returned to the land in which he had spent useful
and happy years, nor to the people who loved and admired
him, and who, notwithstanding his fall, would have received
him again, even as the Saviour received repenting Peter.
The old Methodists clung to the hope, that Samuel Coate
died a penitent. He sent a letter to one of his friends in the
Bay of Quinte, in which he lamented deeply his great
downfall ... and bitterly condemned his life since he touched
the shores of England.
The Rev. William Harvard, a British Wesleyan who later came to
Canada to serve a term as President of the Canada Conference,
reported that he had attended Coate in his last days, and found
that he was indeed penitent and died in confidence of salvation.

The date and place of his death are unknown. It is likely
that he died before 1815, being about 50 years of age. Anad in
the Montreal Herald on November 9, 1816, offering copies of
POIKILOGRAPHIA for sale (price $12.00) refers to “the late
Reverend Samuel Coate.” His widow, Ann Dulmage Coate,
remarried in 1815, it is believed. A widowed Scotsman,
Archibald McL.ean of Yonge township, near Gananoque, became
her second husband. She died on February 21, 1862, aged 85
years, “while on a visit to the Misses Heck” of Augusta--spinster
grand-daughters of Barbara Heck. Ann Coate McLean is buried
beside her second husband in the Presbyterian cemetery at Yonge
Mills.

Samucl Coate’s impact was long felt and respected. He laid
firm foundations for the church in the areas he served. His
theological treatises will be of interest to few, and his
penmanship has yet to be recognized. He was brilliant in his day
but his day was not long. He burned out in his Master’s service,
and seemed to lack the reserves to finish his life well. His story
reveals hints of greatness and an obvious personal charisma. It
is an intriguing life that calls for further research and recording.

Sources: It is likely that more of his writings, especially
letters to newspapers and tracts, are yet to be discovered. Three
of his letters are to be found in the Fzekiel Cooper Collection at
Garrett Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. At least
seven letters were published in The Methodist Magazine

(London). G.F. Playter’s History of Methodism in Canada
(1862), and John Carroll’s 5 volumes of Case and His

Cotemporaries, (1867-1877), are the chief sources for Coate’s
ministry and life. George Cornish’s Cyclopaedia of Methodism

in Canada lists his circuits served.
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POIKILOGRAPHIA PLAGIARIZED !

A new edition of Poikilographia appeared about 1828 in
London. Although most of the pages were identical to those of
the 1812 edition, it appeared under the name of William Jones.
Coate’s portrait was replaced with one of Jones,and references to
Coate’s name were removed. Jones identified himself as “Private
Teacher of Writing, Stenography, Geography with the use of the
Globes, Land Surveying, Mapping, &c., &c.” and as “Author of
the Permanent Writing Book.” Although he claimed royal
patronage, he had to drop some of Coate’s patrons, such as that
of the Bishop of Quebec. The memorial to Genl. Brock had his
name replaced with that of the Rt. Hon. G. Canning, the Prime
Minister who had died in 1827. Jones also made slight
variations to many of the pages, but the essential material is
identical to the work of Coate.

This is obviously artistic theft or plagiarism: the passing
off as one’s own creation the work of another without crediting
the source. However, to be generous, it might be conjectured
that the engravers had not been fully paid by Coate, and so

conspired with Jones in order to recoup their financial losses
with this new edition. (?) Copies of each of these two editions
can be inspected at the Metro Central Library, Toronto.
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An Account of the late Wozk of Gop, in Canapa, in a
‘ Letter to Bifhop Afbury.

i ~Bay of Quintie, April 22d, 1797,
Rev. and dear Sir,
MY intention.in this letter, is to give you a brief

account of the work of God in the province of
jpper Canada - at:the:fame time withing you glarious

fuccefs: in :your ‘minifterial:labours ; and that the finiles

of:-heaven may- reft upon you and thofe under your
chafge: that it may appear to all the-world, that the
Lord is the God oi}“’ the Methodifts. o
» I'believe it would be impoffible for the pen of the
learned, or the fongue of the eloquent, fully to fet
forth ‘the wonderful difplays of God’s power, that have
been exhibited in this province, in the fpace of two
months : but I fhall relate, in my weak manner, what
I have both feen and-heard. It was with much reluc-
rance that I turned out.laft Fall, and through much
difhiculty came to this place. I had:to endure wet and
cold, and laid on the ground three and tweaty nights;

Then at our quarterly-meeting at *Adolphus:town
meeting houfe, the flame ‘butfl’ forth—finners were
brought to cry, out bitterly for mercy:; “and:believers
for perfeét love. - ‘_O_n"_S'a't.\ix‘day#hight;"énd on the Sab-
bath, there were mighty:breakings forth' of the power
of the Higheft. "I cannot juftly aflert the number thar
were blefled; but it was confiderdble, :

From that time brother D. ard myfelf; went on la-
bouring with' good courage, and-glotious fuccefs:

This one thing I know, there is nothing raifes perfe-
cution fo foon as the do&rine of fandtification; and
this makes me believe it is injurious to Satan’s king-
dom, or the old lion would. not roar fo violently. Be-
fore I began to enforce .this dottrine, I had lit.tle or
no perfecution to fpeak of ; but now my name 1s caft
out as evil—they call me a troubler of the land—a fet-
ter forth of {trange things—a.fpreader of hereflies—a
breaker of the peace—and a feditious fellow. But I
hope I can bear all thefe inveltives; and as many more,
for Chrift’s fake. Dear father, excufe my boldnels in
writing to you, who am the leaft of all. Adieu.

- _Tam vour humble fervant, S. G.

Excerpts from a letter of Samuel Coate as published in The
Methodist Magazine (Philadelphia, 1798, pages 325-329;
courtesy of the Library of Drew University.) It contains the
earliest published mention of the Hay Bay church. *“Brother
D.” referred to above, was Rev. Darius Dunham.
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POIKILOGRAPHIA EMULATED.

The Rev. Conrad Vandusen (1800-1878) was born in
Adolphustown, and named after his father (a subscriber of 1792).
He was obviously an admirer of Coate. Playter says Vandusen
owned a copy of Poikilographia, and also that he was the source
for his history “of most of the particulars of the close of Samuel
Coate’s life.”

In the archives of the Hay Bay Church is a small leather-
bound Methodist Hymn Book which belonged to Mary Huffman.
On the flyleaf, Vandusen printed her name and added some
sketches of his own, emulating the ornamental penmanship of
Coate. Though his ability could not match that of the master,
yet it is a tribute to the inspiration of Coate’s work. The flyleafl
is given below (actual size).

ANNUAL
PILGRIMAGE SERVICE

at the

HAY BAY CHURCH

Adolphustown, Ontario
will be held on
Sunday, August 28th, 1994, at 3 p.m.



THE SUBSCRIBERS OF 1792

A SERIES OF BIOGRAPHICAL VIGNETTES ON THE TWENTY-TWO SUBSCRIBERS
WHO ARE SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS “THE FOUNDERS” OF THE CHURCH.

No. 2 WILLIAM CASEY, U.E

(1760 - 1842)

At the tip of the northern peninsula of Adolphustown, in the
fourth concession, is Casey’s Point. It is the place where the
waters of Hay Bay (low into those of the BBay of Quinte. That
is where William Casey built his homestead as a 26-year-old
Loyalist. Six years later he subscribed a healthy £ 7.0.0
towards the erection of the township’s first religious building.
He probably also contributed his time and skills in its
fabrication, for he was a top-notch carpenter. On the U.E. list,
he is described as a Master Carpenter in the Quarter-Master
General’s Department.

William Casey was born on July 25, 1760, in South
Kingstown, on the western shore of Narragansett Bay in the
then British colony of Rhode Island. He was one of four
children---Mary, Samuel III, William, and Willet---born to
Samuel Casey II (c.1724-c.1773), and his wife Martha Martin.
Samuel I was a silversmith of note, and did well by his trade.
When William was four years of age, their house burned to the
ground. The loss of furniture, furnishings, medicines, and “a
considerable quantity of European goods,” was valued at almost
£ 2000, according to an account in the Newport Mercury of
October 1, 1764. There are many pieces of silverware still to
be found in Rhode Island stamped with the mark, “S.CASEY.”

The silversmith’s father was also a Samuel Casey 1, and his
mother, Dorcas Ellis. The father of Samuel I was Thomas
Casey (c.1637-c.1711), the progenitor of the American branch.
As one would expect from the surname, there were Irish
origins. The family tradition says that Thomas “was the sole
survivor of his family which was destroyed in the ‘Irish
Massacre,” and as a little child was saved by his nurse, and
taken to relations in Gloucestershire, England.” At any rate, he
sailed to the new world from Plymouth, and became a resident
in Newport, R.I., by 1658.

When the American Revolution broke out, Martha Casey,
Samuel II’s widow, had a daughter and three teen-age sons to
fend for. The family was divided. Samuel 11 took the oath of
allegiance to the new republic, and, after the peace, moved to
Connecticut. His brother William, our subject, served with the
British forces in the capacity noted above. He was present at
Yorktown, Virginia, on that fateful day in October, 1781. A
combined force of over 16,000 French and American troops had
beseiged Lord Cornwallis and his 6,000 troops in that town for

several weeks. A flotilla of French ships hemmed them in on
the shores of Chesapeake Bay. About 10 am. on October
17th, a white flag and a young drummer boy appeared on the
British ramparts and, in the midst of the bombardment, he “beat
a parley” The guns became silent. Negotiations ensued, and
Cornwallis surrendered. It was the last major battle of the War,
and William Casey saw it happen. He was, as the U.E. List
records, “at Yorktown.”

Following the War, William and his younger brother Willet
travelled to Dutchess county, N.Y., where they had relatives.
Although Willet did not fully qualify as a Loyalist who had
born arms for the British, both young men decided to apply for
lands in Canada. They did not arrive with the largest body of
Loyalists, but came later, in 1786. They both appear on the
“List of Loyalists Victualled at the Fourth Township above
Cataraqui [Adolphustown] Between the st July and the 31st
August 1786 Inclusive.” Three months later, their elderly
mother, who had accompanied them, died.

On June 5, 1787, William married Martha Robinson. Martha
was born in Ulster County, N.Y., on Nov. 12, 1763. Her
parents were members of the Society of Friends. William and
Martha were blessed with six daughters and three sons, who all

lived to maturity and married. Willet (1762-1848) married Jane
(1763-1856), the daughter of Nathaniel and Martha Niles, and

they had ten children. Willet served as a Reform member of the
Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada during the 1811-1812
and 1817-1820 sessions.

William Casey was one of the first-fruits of Methodism in the
province. His obituary (Christian Guardian 16 Nov. 1842) says
he was “one of the oldest members of our Society, as he united
with the Methodist Church during the preaching of the Rev.
Wm. Losey, in the year 1791. . . His home was a home for the
Methodist Preachers for more than half a century.” He died,
“much esteemed,” on Sept. 30, 1842, aged 82 years. His wife
Martha had preceded him on April 22, 1840. They were buried
in the Gosport cemetery, not far from their homestead.

Sources: “Early Families of Casey in Rhode Island,” by Gen. T.L.
Casey, in Magazine of New England History, Vol. 3, No. 2, April,
1893, p.83ff. Obituaries of seven of the family are in Canada

Christian Advocate, 13 Feb. 1845 Thanks also to descendent Jean
Davis Norry, London, Ont.



THOMAS W. CASEY

A grandson of William Casey, Thomas Willet Casey (1834-
1903) was a prominent Napanee editor and publisher,
temperance speaker and writer. Only child of Willet W. Casey
and Sarah M. Farley, his father died before young Thomas had
turned twelve. From 1899 to 1901 he published a series of
articles on local history and family genealogies under this by-
line:
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First printed in the San Francisco Examiner on June 3, 1888, it
was written by Ermnest L. Thayer, a Harvard graduate and
Jjournalist with the Hearst newspapers. Three times it has been
made into a movie: 1912 (with Norma Talmadge); 1927 (with
Wallace Beery as Casey); and in the 1946 Walt Disney animated
film Make Mine Music, which also featured “Willy the Singing
Whale” (with Nelson Eddy’s voice), “Peter and the Wolf,” etc.

RELATING TO THE

4
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i Old-time Records
THOS. W. CASEY.

i Early Days of this Province. i T

“But surely,” you may be saying, “surely that Casey
was purely fictional, not a real person. Are you
suggesting that it was based on a true story of a
descendent of William Casey of Adolphustown? That
really is stretching one’s credulity a bit far!”
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DOUBTERS PLEASE TURN THE PAGE! >

These and the Casey “Scrapbooks,” preserved in the Lennox and
Addington Museum in Napanee, are an invaluable resource for
researchers.

THE CASEY FARM c. 1750

Situated on Rte. 1 A, near Saunderstown, Rhode Island, this
mid-18th century homestead still functions as a working farm
in a highly picturesque location. Surrounded by fields, barns,
and high stone walls, the house overlooks Naragansett Bay and
Jamestown Island and contains exhibits of Casey family
paintings, prints, china, furniters, and documents from the 18th
to the 20th century. This is not where William Casey lived,
but was built by relatives. Now owned by the Socicty for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities, it is open to the
public on a limited basis, by appointment only. Phone: (401)
295-1030.

“CASEY AT THE BAT”?
Do we dare ask if this Casey was in the family? . . the hero of
that enormously popular mock-heroic poem that was in cvery
elocutionist’s repertoire at the turn of the century?

There was ease in Casey’s manner as he stepped
into his place,

There was pride in Casey’s bearing, and a smile
on Cascy’s face,

And when, responding to the cheers, he lightly
doffed his hat,

No stranger in the crowd could doubt ‘twas
Casey at the bat. . .

Oh! somewhere in this favored land the sun is
shining bright;

The band 1s playing somewhere, and somewhere
hearts are light;

And somewhere men are laughing and somewhcre
children shout,

But there is no joy in Mudville--mighty Casey
has struck out.

3

No. 3 JOSEPH CLAPP

(1762 - 1812)

The Clapp family were not U.E. Loyalists, nor were they
Methodists (at first). They came to the Quinte area from
Dutchess county, New York, where they were members of the
Society of Friends, commonly known as Quakers. They may
even have come frem Beekman township, where there is still a
rural roadway called “Clapp Hill Road.”

The identified progenitor of the American clan was an English
physician, George Gilson Clapp, who, about 1666, fled the
Great Plague of London in which some 75,000 persons had died
the previous year, and finally settled in Westchester county
(north of New Y ork city, and south of Dutchess county).

Our subscriber, Joseph Clapp, was born six generations later in
1762 in Dutchess County. He was the second of ten children
born to Joseph Clapp, Sr., and his wife Mercy Carpenter. At
least five of the children came to Canada: Joseph, Benjamin
and James; and two sisters, namely Rhoda, who married a
Mr. Losee (not Rev. Wm. Losee) and settled near Bath, Ont.,
and Ursula, who married Sampson Striker.

In the cold winter month of January, 1787 (some say 1790),
when the frozen rivers and lakes became highways, Sampson
Striker and his brother-in-law Joseph, came to Upper Canada via
Lake Champlain, Montreal and the St. Lawrence. The journey
took 28 days with a sleigh and a pair of horses. At first Joseph
lived with his brother-in-law, but within a few years he married
Nancy Miller, a nicce of John Roblin, and sctiled in
Adolphustown. His brother Benjamin Clapp married Elizabeth,
a sister of John Roblin. Benjamin appeared at the Court of
Quarter Sessions in Kingston on April 13, 1790, as a witness
against Charles Justin McCarty (later inaccurately dubbed
Canada’s first Methodist martyr).
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E.. Robmson Casey, . h e “mighty. Casey of |
baseball”, who. struck out.with the bases full,
‘back in 1885, and..of whom a. well-known
‘poem-is written, is now a successful busmess

man in Syracuse, N.Y.

;n,{, IN SYRACUS%

Orrin Robinson Casey, ‘the: oui’u,
hero of the famous rbaseba,ll epi
poem *“Casey at the Bat™-died =.sucg
denly at his home in Syracuse.’ N Y|
on Saturday, November 28th. Xe was]/
the eldest son of the late Hitam’ :
Weeks 'Casey and Jane Alice Murdocly:|:
and was born at Adolphustow ;
early’ manhood the family' lived: at
Newburgh, where the yocunger; Casey ]
‘was well known as the “Bab : “
of the 1oca1 baJl rteam

Orrin Robinson Casey (1858-1936)
was the grandson of Samuel Robinson
Casey & Hannah Johnson; and great-
grandson of William Casey, U.E. and
Martha Robinson.
Newspaper clippings from Kingston
Whig-Standard and Napanee Beaver,
courtesy of Jean Davis Norry,

Joseph became a Methodist through the influence of Wm. Losee
and Dunham, and subscribed {ive pounds towards the erection of
the Adolphustown meeting-house in February, 1792.

Years later, in 1808, Joseph Clapp sold his property in
Adolphustown and moved across the Bay of Quinte to South
Marysburg township in Prince Edward county. There he built a
mill on the Black river, said to be the first lumber mill in the

county. His mill was the origin of the present town of
Milford.

With the outbreak of the War of 1812, Joseph joined the
militia. While performing military duties in Kingston, he
contracted a disease and died, being only 50 years of age. The
exact date is not clear, but records show that he made his will

on March 27, 1812, and it was probated on January 27, 1813.
He is buried in the Clapp cemetery at Milford, some 20 Km.
south (as the crow flies) of the Hay Bay Church.

There are still many Clapp descendants in the Quinte area and
across Ontario. Dare we suggest that a family reunion of all the
Clapps wouldbea TUMULTUOUS APPLAUSE !

Sources: The Clapp Memorial, by Ebenezer Clapp, Boston, 1876,
pages 294 ab&c. Pioneer Life on the Bay of Quinte,
Toronto,1904, pages 191-198. Richard Preston: Kingston Before
the War of 1812, UTP for The Champlain Society, 1959, pages 159,
282. Abstracts of Surrogate Court Wills--Kingston & Vicinity,
1790-1858; compiled by Loral & Mildred Wanamaker; Kingston
Branch, Ontario Genealogical Society, 1982, page 7.
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SPECIAL OFFER:

1809 ENGRAVING OF KING GEORGE III.

et w v RING CROTGY

) o
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Cwiwic Ly 10 Ko, Cugierd By st Cosetun

We recently received a fine engraved

a portrait of King George I1l. He was monarch at the time of the ¢

Revolutionary War (1776-83). It was their loyalty to him that “g%
{

gave the heritage and title “United Empire Loyalist” to those
who had fought under his flag. We have made a limited number *
of reproductions of it in the original size of 11” by 15” white
paper, that only needs a suitable frame. By means of a lazer
printer, the finest lines are faithfully reproduced--far better than

this page shows. This is now available for $13.00, plus $2.00 postage and

handling. Sent in a mailing tube. No G.S.T. Cheques should
be made out to “Hay Bay Church”, and sent with your order to:
The Hay Bay Guardian, 24 Princess Margaret Blvd., Etobicoke,
Ont. M9A 1Z4. Enquiries about this offer can also be made by
phone. Call Bill Lamb at (416) 231-5317.

The caption below the portrait reads:
HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE IIIL.
From an original Picture by Sir William Beechey, R.A.
in his own Possession.
Drawn by W. Evans, Engraved by A. Cardon.
Published March 1, 1809,
by T. Cadell & W. Davies, Strand, London.



